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Volunteer project - Rex Quinn

Coastal Defenses of the Cape Lookout area - WW | and If

Purpose: To establish a historical record of the coastal defenses
- which were present in the Cape Lookout area during
WW I and Il. This information is necessary to allow
accurate Interpretation and so visitors may understand
and appreciate the role of coastal defense at Cape Lookout
and its importance to the war effort.

Present Situation: There is hittle or no information in park files or library
on the history of these units stationed ar Cape Lookout
especially during WWIL. In addition, Cape Lookout has
no data or site surveys or other construction detalls

of the gun mounts and related structures.

Objectives/goals: The major objectives to be accomplished during this
volunteer project will be as follows:

1. Make initial contacts with iocal historians, newspapers,
{ibraries, residents, and former unit members to
compile an index file of narnes, addresses and phone
numbers of potential informants.

2, Complete a written narrative on the history of these
coastal defense units (stationed at Cape Lookout)
before, during and after WWII using sources and
information located during the research period.

This will be completed prior to March 15, 1986.
Report will include text, copies of maps and photos
and listing of any additional sources of information
uncovered.

3. Begin oral interviews with former unit members
and local residents who remembered or were familiar
with coastal defense. A list of interview questions
will be prepared and reviewed with the interpretive
specialist before each interview.

4. Locate and copy documents, maps, photographs,
newspaper articles, etc. that pertain to the coastal
defense units or military use of the bight area at
Cape Lookout and submit to the Interpretive Specialist.



PREFACE

This study was undertakaen as @& voltunteegr—in~the park project petween

February 13 and Harech 17, 1886, The purpose of the project was tao
accumulate a8 much information as possible on the coastal defense
installation tocated at Cape Lookout during Warld Wearw 171, Thisg
instalilation protacted Beaufort Intet from German submarine sttack and
gnagmy landing parties. Up untit the beginning of this nrojecty no
information was available on this subject in the park with the

exception aof a copy of an brief magazine article written by Mrs., Sally
Haore in 1988 [The State, April 15, 15881,

A wealth of information has since been uncoverasd and there is much

more available, This information was abtained through aral
interviaws, parsanal documents af vetorans, photographs, and
researching army archivas, Hast of ths informasion obtained was

through Mr, PFaul Branch, historian, Fort Mecen State Park who kindly
Lat the rasesarcher copy his research material and photggraphs on tha

Harbor Defense of Beaufort Inlet, Mr, Brench also provided a List of
names of potential orat history contacts, The Casemats Musaunm aiday,
David J. Johnson, was extremely hebtpful by sending a copy of General
Titton's "After Action Repart" of 19468 on the Chesapeske Bay Sectaor
Dafense during Workd War 11, This repoert also contained photographs
of Cape Lookaout and Fort Macon. Without their assistance and priaor

research, Cape Lookout National Seashore woutd naot have the detailed

infarmatien it has now on the coastal defense installation at Capse

Lookout.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Bgcause of the Limited timse for this project, there are gquite a few
areas that neaed further research, It is recommended that anotherp
voltuntaer in the park be asSsignad to continue this research and if
nething alse, to accumuiate as much data as possible 50 that a
histarian er professitonal resaarcher wiltt have thisg information
available, That oral intervigws with tocal rasidents and farme p
servicemen whe have not been interviewed be located and intervieawed,
tThat more Pesearch be done on units such as the 193rd Field Artillery,
2nd Coastal Artillaery, 111t h Regimental Combsat Team, 15t8N244ch
Arctilliery, 10%s ¢t Calvary Regimant and the Coast Guard parsonnel
statiogned at the Cape and Llighthouse, [Also the Core S8anks Ststion
and its role in Warld Yar II), That as many photographs, MEPS,
diaries, gtec. be collected as s¢con as posible before too many more
people and squrces asre Lost.

a



INTRODUGTION

Cepe Looksut 8ight has been a haven for ships for at teast the pagt
four hundred yesars and lLong idantifised as an excellient ancharage faor

vessals plying the gtrade routes atong the East Cogest of the United

States, Explorers, piratas, Spanish Man Q'Wars, and meprchantmen have
usged the bight for pafitting and safe anchoragas from stormy weather,
It alsos became apparent that thers woutd be a nesd to defend the bight
during tima of war and various colaniat gavernors af Morth Carclina
attempted to establish foartificaetionses along the coast including Cape
Lookout. The esartiest knaown fortificatioa in ths hight area was Fart

Hancock which was probably located on Shacklefard Banks and was built
in 1778. {A capy of the ogriginal design of Fort Hancock and a copy of
a map [c.1¥55] showing the Location of a fart on Shackleford Banks is
loeated st the First Citizens Bank in Smyrna, HNC] Thig fort was buils
by a French naval officer, de Cottonsau, Lo defand American and French

ships at anchor in Cape Lpookout Bight during the revolution, Since
the revolutiony tha bight was probably dafended to some degres during
the War of 1812, the Civil War and World War I. It wasn't howeve Iy

untit World War I1I that extansiva and more patmanent defensive
installations were built to defendships fram anemy attack,




The Harbor Defense of Bessufart Inlet - 1949 -~ 4848

inta World War II, the outer banks became an

With America's entry
preying on atlied

important hunting ground for German U-boats
shipping. The puter hanks gf Horth Carolina becamsa an important
battlaeground for cantraol of the Atlantic where aver seventy ships ware
sunk ar damaged by German submarines between Daeceamber 7 18941 and
Decambar 4, 1943, It became immediately apparent that the  harbors
along the coast would be tikely targsts for attack and would need to

be praperly dafended along with protected anchaorages such as Capa

Laokout Bight.

On Decambar 7 1941 at 1755 Bpigadier Genaral Aatlin L. Tilton,
Chesapeake Bsy Sectar, receéived word to alert his
attack, General

Virginia, was

Commanding Officer,
harbor daefense commands against sabetage and eneny

Tilton, whose haadguarters was at Fort Monroe,
respunsiole for the cosstal defanse of the Easst Cpast from Ocean City,
Maryland, to just beltow Onslow County, NC. Baaufart Inlet waes under
his jurisdiction and pians weta immediately implemented for its

defensea.

It ijg safeg to assumse that Cosst Guard, Havy, and civilian persannel
performed ijnitiat patral duties of Beaufort Intet, Howaver, an ar
abhgut December 21, 1941, atemants of the 1st Battaliaon, 244th Coastal
Macon Stata Park and began making

Artillary arprived at Fart
establishing

grrangemants to occupy the fort and adjacent areas for
coastal defense batteries,

In addition to0 the 244th, a battatioen of the 118¢th Infantry and a

battery of the 111th Fisld Artitlary were assigned as 3 sector mobile

force, headguartered at New Bern, NEC, This unit maintained an outpost

at Morehasad City, NG, This outpost was established on ar about
December 23, 1841, This mobile force was "to gbserva and patral the
gcoastlineg, repel enemy rajds opr tanding attampts, bha preparead to

protact the interioar of the s2ctor against attack by airborne tronps
and ta support the harhor defenses in local defense,"

“when the main body of the 1st Batsalion, 244+h arpived at Fort Macon,
they consisted gf "A" and "B" HBatteries, headquarters battary, a

searchlignht platoen and medical personnel, Initially, the eight guns
ef the 1s¢t Battalion, o944th were concentrated araupd Fort Macon and
Attantic Beach, Battery "B" (4 guns] wassg located at Fort Hacon and
Qattary tar [4 guns] at Attantic Begach. Farward cbservers were
positioned st the tighthause at Cepe Lookout and in towers or basz end
stations at Atlantie Baach, Fart Macon and across tha intat an
Shasgkleford Banks. The guns of the 244th were 158 mm {tong Toms) and
wereg pultled by tractars, These guns were of World War I vintage and
wad hard rubhber tiras but wers tatar reptaced by preumatic tires, The
ariginal nun emplacemaents weras dug inte the sand and latar surrgunded
by sandbag butkheads. The hase of these guns was tater mounted on a
concrete siab and tha tait end of the guns weras supportaed by a

canarete zslab in crescent shaps, A net was suspended ocwverhesad for

samouflagce and was supported by woodan nosts.,




In Aprit, 1842, Cape Lookout bight was eastablished as an anchaorage faor
canvoys making the run betwaen Chesapeake BEay and Charteston,
fProbably at thig timay a submarine net was emplaced protecting the
gntranca ta tha bight] with the anchorage astaeblished, it baecame
necep3sary to provide protection for ships at anchaor there, and a
hattery of the 185drd Field Artillery was sent &o Cape Lookaout, This
battery consistad of four 75 mm guns. tater in May 1542, gne af two
guns [1568 mm] from battery nAY (24&4th] were sent %o the Cape from
Atlantic Begach to replace the 75 mwm guns, the 1585 mm guns werlas in
pogsition near the present site af the gun mounis, and were protected
by sandbag gmplacements, It soan became apparent that the 1585 mm guns
had a Limited capabitity to traverse and retarn Tire to the sepaward
from their Cape Lookousl position. It was tharefors decided tO replace
these 158 mm guns with 3 inch rapid fira naval guns which required
conorate gemplacements afl mounts., Thus positioned, the guns couid
traverse 360 degresas, This began the actual caonstruction of the gun

mounts at Caps Lookout.

Initially, g local contragteor from Carteret County was given the

project of constructing the gun mount s, but it soon proved mors than

he coultd handie. Ta A. tpving Company of Goldsboro was given the
cantracs unde r the guidance of the Army forps of Engingars from
Nerfolk, VA. The contract called for the construction of two ¢ifgoutar
gun emplacemants separated by a ammunitioen magazine all of which was
made of reinforced concrete, The magazine had thres entrances, oné& ohn
“"githar side that cpened out into the gun semptacements and an entrance
for resupply in the re8ar. The guns themselves [2~8%5 4ineh nevsal guns]

supposedly from the U.5.8. Nevada that was damaged at Paarl

ware

Harbor, This has nat been confirmaed at this time, These guns welte in
ntace and functioning by September 1842, In additian to the gun
mounts and magazintg, there were barvracks, a ptank road, a8 mass hall, a
recreatiaon hall, gcutbuildings, en observation tower snd 3 radar towar

canstructed at the Cape kehind the gun mounts,

It is interesting ta note that the magazine that was tocated between
the circutar gun emplacaments was coversd with sand to faorm an
artifical dune and provide camouflage. The whole works, magazine and
gun maunts were built onto an artifical duns supported by pilings.
[The gun mounts and magazing today have fatlen into the surf and the
sther facitities, Bbarracks, etc.y no longer exist.]

Before the gun mounts we'le jn ptace and r@ady, the 1st Battalion 244¢h
Coastal Artitlary wag raptaced by @ battalion from ths gnd Coastat
Artillery in August 1942, The 2nd was stationad at Cape Lockout until
tha later part of 1943 when members of its unit were sent to sthar
cgmmands. With sha bettte of the Atlantic being won, thse need for
Large coastal defansase upnits was raduced and onily minimal ground forces
were pneadead. The 101st Calvary Regiment replaced thae 111t h Infanktry
in 1343 in the role of mobils defense forces. The fcast guarg took up
the responsibilisy of baach patrols and the Catvarly patrolled the
highways an the mainland, By sarly 1944, thera ware no Army ynits
stationed at Cape Lookout and the instatlation there was abandoned,
ALL gquiment was ramaved with the exception gf the S—inch navsal guns

ynit which was probably tatar manned by Havy afF
aa

and posasibty the radar
foast Guard personnael until the and of tha War, fThis i3 anty

(511



seducated guessSs there 18 no information available at ghis time on what

to tha radar system.] the B—-inch naval guns thamselves

heppanad
1850's or earby

remaijned in ptace on ghe gun mounts until the late
49gn0tg, when they werae ecut up for scrap metal,

the end of the gsubmarine threat and thes end of the war, thae

with

coastal dafenss jpstatlation &% Cape Lookout was abandoned entd began 8
long strugple with the etements, The barracks and other structures
{still standing in 1048) were probably torfn down Llatar by %the miltitary
or by tocal rasidants. The gun mounts and magazinsg ware sltaowly
undarmined by besch arasian and are now in the gurf. Noshing glsae
ramains. The stary of the gun mounts and their consribution to tha

defanse of geaufort Iniet was Hprigf but affectiveaes as no altisd ships
we'rsa sunk by Garman submarines whilae those ships wers undearF the
protection of coastal defense units stationed at the Cape. It is only
fitting that the memary and the history of those scldiers who sarved
at Capsg tookaout be praserved fgpr futurs ganerations af Americans by
further regsearah and documentation peforas this valusbie pBSOUrCE is

tost foreverl.
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The Casemate Museum

FORT MONROE, VIRGINIA 23651

February 27, 19386

Mr. Rex Quinn

Cape Lookout National Seashore
Post Office Box 690

3eaufort, North Carolina 28516

Dear Mr. Quinn:

In response to your request for information about military
operations in the Beaufort Inlet area during World War II, we are
enclosing three photographs and relevant material from Brigadier
General Rollin Tilton's unpublished history of the Harbor Defense

Command.

If you wish to pursue this subject further, you should contact
the Center of Military History and request photocopies of Beaufort
Inlet material in the History of the Eastern Defense Command and
the History of the Southeastern Sector of the Eastern Defense
Command. The address is: T

Historical Reference Branch

U. S. Army Center of Military History
ATTN: DAMH-HSM

Room 4110, Pulaski Building

20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20314-0200
Telephone: (202) 272-0317

Unfortunately, we do not yet have copies of those works.

We hope that this information will be useful to you. If we can
be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Bavid J. Johnson
Museum Aide

Enclosur#s

Home of the U.S. Army’s Coast Artillery Museum
Accredited by the American Assoctation of Museums — 1982




NO. 55 Ofi FORT MONROE, 1930 to 1946

FCREWORD

Colonel Robert Arthur's Bistory of Fort lMonroe carries ite
story from its beginnings up to December 1929, & little over one hun~
dred years. These notes pick up the story where Arthur Jeft off and
carry through the Seccnd world sar to June 1946, when Fort Monroe

ceaped to be an active irtillery Fost and became, Gctober 1, 1946,

the Headgquarters of the Army Ground Forces.

I served at Fort Monroe, first as a Second lieutenant from -
September 1909 to July 1910, when I lived in Jefferson Davis' Casemntaj
with the Coast Artillery Schocl frow 1928 to 1933; and finally when I
returned in the fzll of 1940 to comsand the Harbor Defenses of Chesa-

peake bay end the Post, the comsmand I held until June 1946.

meome notes are based on By own personal knowledge of the

post, on the officisal records and my racords as the derber efenpe and

Sector Cormander during the war,

Rollin L. Tilton
Rrigadier General U.3. Army
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Initial Operstions and Organization of the Bector.

The first reports of the mttack on Pearl Harbor were picked up
at Fort Monroe mbout 1515, 7 December 1941, At 1755 the Chief of Stalf,
First Army, called me, gave me the official news of the attack and directed
me to alert the Harbor Defensze under Hemisphere Flan § and te cooperate
with and support the Havy. Orders were issued placing the harbor defenae
enfull alert and the other alements of the command inforwed of the situ~

ation, directed to take all preosutions, snd stand by.
'

Shortly thersafter the Corps Area Commander, Major General _
Henry C. Platt, directed me under the EPW plans, to take all local precau-
tions snd protect importesnt utilities in the srea, especially the James
River Bridge. A platoon of the 7i4th CA was sent that night to guard the
bridge; a detachment from Fort Monroe to protect the Hampton Power Plant
and, at my recuest the Antiasircraft Training Center at Fort Zustis sent &
detachaent to protect the Newport News Waterworks. The following day a
battery of the 2uhth CA was put in the railroad yards at Portsmouth toc have
troops in that area if any emergency arose. There had been, at that time,
e great deal of fear of esabotage and the troops were put in for that reason
and to reassure the public. The troops were however required on their
proper missione and they wers gradually withdrawn, entirsly so when a bat-
talion of the 111th Infantry srrived in Horfolk on 23 December and tock over
81l civil protection under Corps Area control until the local authorities

felt secure.

Beginning on the 8th, on Army inetructions, the Sector plans were
put into effect and the Chesapeake Bay Sector formslly activaied on 12
December,

The Harbor Defenees initiated the underwater defense on the 8th.
The new Mine instsllation at I1ittle Creek was not fully complete and &ll
the squipment not fully assembled: however, the first line of contralled
wines, in the main channe)l of the Capee, was down by 16 December and in
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operation. The 8 inch Railwey Battery for Cape Charles was sent from
Fort Monroe on the 19t:n and after some delay in gatting its battle allow-

! =T
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uncea of ammunition wae in order on 29 Decemher. fiiua Toinane
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The Antisircraft Defense was also initiutad on the &th. The
71st and 74th CA's occupied positions covering the N.0.B., Norfolk and
the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, while on Army ordere the 34th Antisircreft Bri-
gade with the 70th, 94th end 212th CA's were ordered into the Sector
occupying poeitions in Baltimore, Newport News (Langley Field) and Washing-
ton wfth Brigade Headquarters in Norfolk, Prior to the completion of all
movements the Army, on 1k December, organized the First Army Antimircraft
Command taking over all the antiaircraft defense, operationally under the
First Air Force, relievin: the Sectorz of the antisircraft defense, although
the Norfolk commend remsined under the Sector for joiat operations and for
many logistical matisrs.

I hed made a reconnsipsance of the Beaufort Inlet in November
and 1t had been decided to protect the harber with a battalion of 155mm
guns. beaufort Inlet is a good but smell harbor with dock facilities, &
enall Navy Section Base at Morehesd City, and an important point on the
inland waterwey. The herbor is protected by an outer beok znd cn the west
gide of the entrance wes old Fort Macon, a perfect example c ome of our
oldest brick work harbor defense forts. We smecured the Fort Macon State
Park, from the Governor of North Caroline and leased ol:ier necessary land,
The 1st Battalion of the 2kith left Camp Pendleton on the 18th December,
went into position end, having hauled its ammuniticn from Charleston 5. C.y
was proof fired mod in operation on the 2ith, Hesdquarters and an HECP
witl the Navy were epizbliahed in old Fort Hacon.

Of the troops mt Camp Pendleton, the two i55mm gun regiments,
the 57th had been alerted for cverseas. The 2nd Bn, 57th hzd been elerted
for ‘Copper' and left on 10 December for San francisco, while the remainder
of the regiment left for overseas 18 December. The lst En of the 2bhth was
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for Beaufort Inlet and tre 2nd En was slerted snd left for Alaska on 23
December. The 3rd En had been pretty well depleted to build up the other
units which had gone, but it was rebuilt and left 17 January for S5en Fran-~
cisco. The regimental headquarters of the 2hlth eventuslly was sext to
Besufort Inlet as Harbor Defense headquarters.

The measure of defense 30 far had not included the employment of
any mobile forces; however the /Army on 15 December raised the category of
Defense coastsl frontiers 4n 211 probsbility subject to minor atteck, end
on the‘reccunendaticn of the Gector the II Army Corps was directed to send
from the 29th Division one regimental combat team, less knglinesrs.
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Sector Mobile Force.

These troops attached to the Sector consisted of the 116th Infan-
try with the lst Battalion 111 the Field Artillery. One liaison officer
from the Division staff wae attached to Sector Headquarters. The movement
to Sector poeitiocns started 19 December and all dispositions including
outposts completed 23 December.

The force mission was toc observe and patrol the coastline, repel
enemyiraids or lending sttempts, be prepasred to protect the interior of
the Sector against attack by airborne troops and to support the harbor

defensen in local defense.

The Force was broken intc three elements; the Cape Charles Defensme
Force, lst Bn. 116 Inf. plus Battery A, 111 FA. at Westover, Marylend with
outposts at Ocean City, Maryland, Chincoteague and Exmore, Virginia; the
Cape Henry Force, the 116th Infantry and lst En. 111 FA. {less detachments),
et Camp Fendleton covering the sensitive Cepe Henry ares and the coast as
far south as Oregon Inlet with an outpost at Macteo, N. C. and lastly, the
3rd Bn. 116 Inf. plus Battery C. 111 FA. et Newbern N. C. covering the south~
ern part of the Sector with an outpost at Morehead City, N. C. Supply was
established through the nearest permenent establishments through the Third
and Fourth Corps Areas.

The 116th Infentry and the 111 FA had just returned from the Caro-
lina mazneuvers, had over twenty five percent of their persconel on leave
or furlough and were tired. Wwhen they first moved in they lived in gchool
buildings, fire stations, national guard armories, old CCC camps and under
canvas. Under difficult winter westher and the most trying conditions of

beach patrol, they did well.



OPERATICRS 19h2

The year 1942 was the year of greatest activity in the area
bringing with it the German submarine cempeign., The counter measures of
the Navy finslly brought the enemy campaign under control but only after
near disaster. The Army part in preventing enemy approach to our harbors
snd in patrolling cur beacnes and assisting the Coast Guard on the beaches

aided mzterially.

{  In the Norfolk-Hampton Roads arse the Naval activities increased
tremendously. Hamptcn Roade became, with New York, the major Atlantic base
for oversess operaticns. The establighment of the ‘mphibtlous Force Atlan-
tic Fleet st Little Creek anc the Naval Training operations in the yrotected
waters of Chesapeake Bay made it a major traiping area.

On June 18, the Hampton koade Port of Embarkation wes established
et Newport Newg, with Camp Fatrick Henry, adding to the military as well
ss shipping operations irn the sarea.

Joint Operatiens.

Sector-iaval District joint operations were conducted through a
Joint Operations Center, the Harbor Entreance Gontrol Posts and the Coast

Defense worning Service.

Sector hemsdguarters was at Fort Monroe and we had had s liaisecn
officer at the Fifth Neval District for sometime., The Joint Operations
center was established at headquarters Fifth Navcl Distriect, Néval Opera-
tingz Base, liorfolk, the Commandant being the senior officer present, it
having the fecilities and the necessary communications as well as being
adjacent tc the Antiaircraft and interceptor Commands in Norfolk. The
Army staff waes increased to two senior operations and liasison officers and

three junior watch officers with the necessary enlisted men. While these



officers were primarily officer of the Sectog@ommanders staff for cpera-
tions, they scon came to represent the Army for all army activities in
the mrea. As time weni on there were some ten scparzte or semiseparate
prmy commance ir the sree and as many navy, each with its own problems.
The Army ené the Navy had always been very close in the area snc the
Joint Cperations Center became an outstanding exam,le of good coordine~-

tion and mutual cooperation.

The Harbor Entrance Coatrol Posts (HECP's) were the joini com-
mand ﬁoats of the Inshore Patrcl and the Harbor Defense command protect-
ing the harbor. Thelr gission was <o collect and disseminste information
of activities in the delensive sea arsa tec control snipping entering or
jeaving port and to take prompt snd decisive ncticn in case of eventualities.

The major HECP in Chesapeske Bay was that at Fort Story. Origli-
nally established in June 1941 &t the U.S. Wwecther Buresu Building at
Fort Story it was finally consolidated in the Harbor Def:nse Command post
there, the Commander, Approach and Entraence Force (of the Inshore Fatrol)
and the Harbor Defense Commender operating Jjointly.

The Signal Statiomn, Fort Fonroe, becezme HECF No. 2, Under the
groupment-Commander Hampton Roads Groupwent and controlling the entrance
into Hampton Roads with the Gate Vessel on the antisubmarine gate off
. Thimble Shosle.

The Besufort Inlet HECF opersted with the Berbvor Defsnse Comman-

ger there and t'e Cormander Morehead City Zection Bise.

The Coast Defenase Warning Service was the Sector intelligence
pervice for the observation and security of the coastline, to detect hoe-
tile plspes or the presence of hostile surfsce or uncerwater craft. It
was besed on the comst zrtillery observatiocn poste (fire control stations),
the Conet Guardé Life Saving Stations, of whick there were 27 on the Seow

tor coastline, reports from the Inshore patrols, end the ,u¢posts and




patrols of the Mobile Force, as well as local sources, Information fun-
neled in through Warning Centers at Westover, Md., Fort Stery, Fort

Mcnroe and Newbern, North Carolins, thence o Joint Cperations.
]

Underwater Defense

The uncerwsater defense in Cheszpeaxke Bay was pushed forward as

rapidly as possible uncer the difficult conditions of wind, sea and winter

weather.

The Navy mine field of 365 Navy contact mines was laid 17 Jan-
uary covering the area between the north edge of the Harbor Defecnse field

and Cape Chzrles.

The outer, or Capes, field of the controlled mines consisted
of 22 groups of 1% mines each laid in four lines st the entrance to the
Capes. It was placed in operation when the first line wes completed on
16 December and was fully complete in March. Control was from the HECP,
Fort Story. The field was kept &t "safe” mcrmelly and when shipping wee
entering or leeving,but was put on "Contact" whenever the Hsrbor Defense
Commancer decided that the tanctical mituation regquired it,or at night,or
under conditions of peor viamibility. There was sn opeming through the
field for ships, but at first we had & great deal of trouble with ships
getting off their bearings and striking & mine which made the maintenance
problem difiicult. we finally corrected this eitustion with enough small
buoys to show the opening. On 16 March we had to send cur one mineplanter,
the Schofieid, to Delawsre Bay, for a month tc get that mine field down.
They had nc regular planter anc tieir improvieed attempts had not been
satisfactory to the Army Commander. All of this seriously reduced the
efficiency of tne Capes field and delayed the planting of the inner field.

The antimotor torpeds bost,.; .54 gute, with the Gate Vessel,



off Thimble Sboals at the entrance $o Hampton Roads, wes in operation by
the first of Merch and the York River net soon zfter. The inner Harbor
Defense‘tield of mix groups of controlled mines was loid on the return

of the Schofield and in eperation early in April. This field and the gate
were controlled through HECP No. 2, Fort Monroe: they were normelly left
open for shipping except on instructions from Joint Operations.

Submerine Campaign, Firat Phase.

The submarine cempaign in the Sector-Fifth Naval District area
was initisted orn 17 Japnary, 1942, with the einking of the 55 'Allsn Jackson”
an Ameriean tapker bound from Columbie to New York with crude oil. The
ship was Bunk by two torpedoes about 0755Q and 13 survivors of the crew
of 35 picked up. Air patrols were sent out by the Fifth Naval District
but without resuit.

For some days previous to this incident Haval Intelligence re-
ports had indicated considerable Germen subwarine activity in the Atlantic,
submarines woving in a westerly direction with the probamble intention of
o, erating off our eastern seaboard. This proved correct as the first
incident wee guickly followed by four more einkings on the coastal route
off Cape Hatteras on the 19th. Thereafter the campeign was steacily and
agressively pushed by the Germans.

The Cape Hatieras area was the focsl point in t.is phase of the
campeign. The enexy was fully sware of the geographic cheracteristics
of the coast line in the area and the convergence of the coaptwige ahip-
ping lancs off the Cape. GShipping was mot convoyed, and the lack of de-
stroyers anc other wvessels capable of opérating agasinst enemy submarines
made an adequate surface petrol imposaible. In all, during thie phase
of the campaign, from 17 January to the end of April, the enemy sank or
seriously dzmaged msome sixty ships tn the waters of the ¥ifth Naval Dis-
trict. while this was the direct result of enemy action and our own lack



of means, much of the loss was due to poor seamanship, the failure of mer-
chant skippers to follow orders, failure to run without lights and carelessneass.

‘with its limited forcee, the Coast Guard craft avallable and the
Coast Guard Stations, the Navy pushed the campaign to the limit in opera-
ting against the submarines, patrolling the sea lanes, saving life and sal-
vaging ships damaged but not sunk.

The principal forces available to the Navy at the time lay in its
patrol plenes but due to the shortage of planes and pilots it was impossible
to patrol the coastzl sealanes and have at the spame time s striking force
to meet demands. In support of the Navy the First Air Force was smploying
the First Bomber Command Mitchell Field, N. Y. in patrol and in the anti-
submarine operations. The 2nd Bombardment Group of this force was at langley
Field end sssisting in District waters; however, since the Commandant con-
trolled only the local naval planes and the Bomber Command at Mitchell Field
would never permit the Admiral to call Langley Field direct for help, coordi-
nation and mutual support was never satisfuctory in spite of repeated efforts
by the Sector to get cocperation.

The &5th Observation Group cn the other hand, attached to the Sec-
tor for support did most excellent work in patrolling the shore line, the
coasta)l waters mlong shore and in assisting the Navy and the Harbor Defenses.
It was & great loss to the Sector when this unit was relieved for other
duty on 26th August. Thereafter air support was furnished for the Sector
from the Fifth Naval Diatrict through Joint Operations} it was always
available and materially ussisted in all operations.

The Harbor Defenses of Chessapeske Bay covered the approaches and
entrance to the bay forming a sure harbor of refuge for all shipping.
Shipping control improved and with the development of the Approach and
Fntrance Patrol operating with the Harbor Defense shipping in and out of
the bay moved rapidly. As soon as weather conditions permitted the comple-
tion of the necessary construction at Fishermans Island the battery of 155
Guns at Fort Monroce moved tc Fishermans Island =nd was in operetion om 20

April, materially incressing the limited gun defense at the north of the Capes.



The Harbor Defenses of Beaufort Inlet had been established pri-
merily to protect the Section Base st Morshead City and the harbor. GSome
seven miles to the eastward of the harbor entrance was Loockout Bight a
natural harbor formed by Cape Lookout. This, with an cld stone breskwater
there, formed an ideal harbor of refuge for shipping moving up the coast
and rapidly‘came into use. Close to the Hatteras srea and neer the great-
est submarine activity, the Eastern Ses Frontier on 10 April established
a patrolled znchorage at Cape Lookout and the Commandant requested gun de-
fense. Eattery A, 193rd Fleld Artillery was attached tc the Harbor Defense
and aeht to Cape lookout, pending the emplacement of seacoast armament.

On the night of the 16th Februery, the American tanker 'E. H. Blua'
approached the Capes about 2000Q in a thick fog. The ship was known as
friendly but feiled to answer radio calls. Tracked by radar she approached
the Army mine fields, touched seversnl of the mines and turned seaward toward
the Navy Mine field where she struck and sank. The Coast Guard cutter
*Wwoodbury' picked up all her crew amd the veessel was later salvaged. The
incicdent was interesting as it wae tne first case where the harbor defense
radar picked up and tracked in, in the fog, and the fire control sections
not only predicted exactly where she would touch the army mine field but
where she would strike the Navy contact mine field. &Hzd the shir used her
radic she could have been brought in safely.

Oo April 2nd an Army Bowber attacked and probably destroyed &
submarine in Latitude 36.3% N~ Longitude 74,48w- 60 miles east of False
Cape Bnd on 9 April two patrol veesels attacked and probably destroyed a
submarine in Latitude 35.32N lLongitude 75.16« just off wimble Shoal.

On 14 April the USS 'Roper' engaged a submarine which she spotted
through the aid of plane radar snd =ighted on the surface at 2700 yards in
position 35.558 - 37.13% (7)~ about 15 miles off COregon Inlet at 01L0Q.

On closer approach and illumination the submarine crew ran toward their
guns but were machine gunned by the destroyer. The 'Roper' then opened
fire and mede a hit on the comning tower. The submarine then either



submerged or sank but fired one torpedo which missed. A pattern of depth
charges was laid and the "Roper' stood by until daylight and began picking
up bodies which came to the surface, the 65th Observation Group eiding in
the recovery of the bodios.‘ Twenty nine bodies were recovered and brought
in to the Navai Operating Euse, Norfolk. An examination of the bodies
showed that a1l had broken backs, presumably from the concussion of the
depth charges, except one hit by machine gun fire, and 1£ must be presumed
that all were on deck when the submarine went down.. An exsmination of the
papers found on the men showed that the submarine was the U5, Oberleutenant
Crogar. which hed ssiled from Et. Razaire, France. on 2) March. In accord-
ance uith Joint mgreement the Sector erranged for the burial of the Germans
in the Noticnel Cemetery in Hampton, where they were buried with military
honors. It was given out locally that the burial wes that of merchani sea~
men killed in recent eginkings and picked up on the beaches or out at sea.
The UB%5 smemk in about 96 feet of water and while some equipment was recov-

ered other demands prevernted malvage atiempt.

At the end of April there was & definite lull in the number of
enemy submzrines gighted cr attacke made in the coagtal waters in the area.
Ir 211 there were some seventy attacke on shipping, thirty three attacks
on submarines and two likely and one sure kill.

Coastal Dimout.

Early in March the sinkings of coestwise shipping by enemy sub-
marines made it imperative that sction be teken to eliminate gil illumina-~
tion of communities and facilities along the Atlantic and Gulf coaste
which served to silhouette passing vessels to enemy observation. This
coastal dimout was & development of the submarine campaign and was entirely
apart from the blackout of the alr defense: the sky glow along the coast-
line particularliy off the larger cities was most marked and the lights of
communities, automobiles on coast highways and beach resorts made a backe

ground against which our shippicg was essily illuminated for attack.



The campaign for the Dimout was initiated by the Navy and the
Army simultanecusly. It was in fact a resgoneibility of the local commun-
ities and wae properly charged by the Defense Command to the Governcrs of
the States, municipel suthorities and Civilian Defense. The result sought
was clear = no lights showing an the coast and no reflected glow - but the
steps to reach the cbjective were not clear. At first there was much con-
fnaién; some sctivities such as shipysrds and railroad yards had to operate,
some individuale mnd facilities failed to cocperate and mome literally
blacked out. This confusion was natural and could only be adjustéd as it
became clear just what was necessary. In the Chesapeske Bay Sector positive
steps wéro necessary at Ocean City, Meryland, the Hampton Roads ares, par-
ticularly Virginia Beach, at Nags Head, North Carclina, and in the Morehead
City sres. Action was initimted locally by the Commandant and the Sector
Commander and by the end of March considerable progress had been made. Infor-
mation ms tc dangerous light came in through the Naval patrol craft, from
merchant ships and from the beach patrols and was then passed on through the
sector to locsl authorities. There was however much confusionj the Corps
Area Commanders were charged witr the Civil Defense but in the Cheaapeake
Bey Sector were both, the 3rd and bth Corps Areas, fur removed from the Coast.
The local suthorities looked to the Sector Commander for instructicos. After
much trial and error, many conflicting instructions, and some feeling on the
part of local muthorities that neither the Army nor the Navy knew what they
wanted, the Corpe Areas in fact turned the problem over to the Sector Com-
mander and by the end of April it wes pretty well werked out. It was net
until the issuance of Public Proclamation No. 1. by the Eastern Defense Com-
mand on 16 May, 194, declaring the entire seaboard a military area and fin-
slly by the issuance of detailed instructions by the Corps Area (mow Service
Commands) that the dimout wac on a firm besis and ite enforcement lay in the
Sector Commander.



Harbor Defenses of Besufort Inlet.

The submarine campaign had brought on the development of the
coastal convoy of shipping and the use of protected anchorasges. Lookout
Bight, some seven miles east of Beaufort Inlet, wa:z established as an
anchorage by the Eastern Sea Frontier on April 10 thus breaking the long
run from Cherleston to Wilmington, a&round Hatteras to the Chesapeake.

lookout Bight is a natural opsn harbor, partially protected by
an old stone breskwater. It is forred by Cepe Lookout, & barren, wind and
storm swept sund spilt, sparsely covered with gress and sand dunes. The

only habitation is a Coast Guard station and access was by water only.

In the defense of Beaufort Inlet the problem was now increased
by the need of protecting the anchorage not only from direct attack but by
gunfire from seaward, While the 155 battery at Fort Macon gave some long
range protection to the anchorage iiself, it wae apparent &t once that with
/the gide fields of fire reculred the 155 gun with its limited traverse was
pot suited to the mission. An all round traverse rapid fire battery was

essentizl.

To solve the problem we got, with the help of the Commandant,
from the Havy & two gun 5 inch rapid fire battery for Cepe Lockout and at
the same time a two gun & inch battery for Fort Macon. The Lookout Battery
WEE ccnpleted'by Zeptember and the Macon Battery by November giving the
harbor defsnse the necessary wide traverse quick firec armament for its

misgsion.

Initially when the anchorage was first established Battery A,
193rd FA. with four 75mm guns was msent to Cape Lookout to give some defense.
This was replaced in May by two 155 guns from Fort Hacom which remained
until the 5 inch battery was comploted. Cepe lLookout was a most difficult
place to supply and a diemal place tc garrison.
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~£PORT OF COMPLETED WORKS - SEACOAST PORTIFICATIONS ﬁ HARBOR DEFENSES OF BEAUFORT INLET
) {Batteries) . CAPE LOOKOUT, NORTH CAROLINA
. | BATTERY: 5 NO. OF GUNS; 2
w PART I Corrected to 1 November 1943 CALIBER: 5" NAVY CARRIAGE; PEDESTAL
 GENERAL; > UTILITIES (Cont'd)
~ Batlery commenced: 1l May 1942 Electric Power
Battery completed: 17 September 1942 Sources of: Kohler Eleotric Plant with gas motor
Date of transfers 26 November 19,2 Procured and installed by: OCE
Cost to date of transfer; $58,799.21 : Charaoteristics: Voltage 115, AC, single phesse
Materials of conmstruction: Reinforced concrste No. of units & capacity: 2, 8 KW, 60 cycles, 1200 RPM
Rattery new or modernized; New : Maximum KW required for utilities; None
_-runnion elevation in battery: No. 1 Gun 25,520 ft.  Maximum KW required for non-battle conditions: None
~ No. 2 Gun 25.55 ft. , Commercial power provided; No
Datum planes MLW M“ Auxlliary power unit provided: Yes
— . Type of lighting fixtures: Spark and Damp Proof
UTILITIES, = o Dehumidifying unit; No
k _ Rooms wet or dry: Dry
Shallow well - How ventilated: Natural cieculation of air
Alternate sourcei None , How heated: Not hested
Size of mains XNo main to battery
Sewer . ) + DATA TRANSMISSION;
Connected to sewers No Types - Field telephone ,Ja&.e\ N
Type of disposal: No _ mm.qu.r
Type of latrine: No REMARKS ; 124
one : LA
ARMAMENT
rmplace-; : 1Guns Ser-; . : 3 :

1 , 3 ‘Carriages
ment No.: Cal.:Lengths Model :isl No. jManufacturer: Mounted : Type 1 Model (Serial No.:Manufacturer; Motor

1 ¢+ 51 4 255" tNavy Mc ; 1295 1 Four Lakes sJuly 19L2;Pedestal Mk XIII : 357 1US Naval Gun: YNone
t 'R s VIII-1919; 1 Ord. Co. 3 $ tMod 5 1 1 Factory s
: [ ' s T ' H 1 t 1 $

2 1 51 1 255" ;Navy + L58 4 US Naval jJuly 1942:1Pedestal;MkXIII ; 356 sU9 Naval Gun: None
1 3 sMe VIII 1 Factory s s tMod 5 t tFactory s
: t 11912 ' 1 Wiatervliet , ' 1 1 1 1
t : 3 t t N.Y. 1 : ' t 1 1
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The Hatteras Mine FMeld.

¥arly in May the Navy esteblished a mine Protected ancherage south
of Cape Hatteras. This was fcormed by laying & lerge contact mine field in
an irregular src frow Cape Hatteras to Ocracoke Inlet, some thirty miles
long with the center some fifteen miles off shere, the anchorage veing near
shore and off Hutterse Inlet, end the entrances et Ceracoke and Hetteras,
Lfter it was laid the Commandant requested pun defense. The ocuter bank is
flat, ;andy and swept by storms; Famlico Sound inside is Bhallow and the
bank 1s impossible to approach except at the Inlets and ty small boads,
heconnalgsance developed almost no tenable poeitions nesr Ocracoke, and
positions in the sand dunes at Hztterms but herd to get tot supply would
bave been very difficult and waintenance hard, If i1t had to be done a bat~
talicn of 153 guns would be requlred; however, on 25 Fay the Commandant end
I decided to suspend action in view of the menifest difficulties and to see
if the anchorz;e worked., The Navy Department hnd ordered the mine fiela
laid for an anchorage end the Admiral never thought it practicel. we had
not long to wait: on June 11 the taaker Abtalian struck & mine an¢ sank in
attempting to enter. The anchorsge wes closed while the entrences were awept
but cn 15 July two more vessels, damaged by submor ne ettack, struck mines
and sani, Fortunstely for the Sector, the harbor was totally fmpossible;
due tc toe preveiling high seas in this graveyard of the coast the minee
"walked” and were more dangerous than a subzarine. The harber was sbandoned
snd an effort made to sweep the mine byt few were found.

Submzrine Cempaipgn ~ Second Fhase

The submarine campeign continued during Mcy, June, and July but
diminished in its intensity rapidly thereafter aes ocur counter measures bew

came effective.

Submarines were sctive in District waters during Msy but no mer-

chart shipping was sunk and the welight of the campaign ajpeared to have




moved to more scutherly watera. On 9 May at about 1640(, the Coast Guard
Cutter "Icarus'" sighted a submarine some twenty five miles south of Cape
Lookout which fired a torpedoc at her. The torpedo missed exploding in he r
wake, and she opened fire with her 3-inch guns firing 14 rounds, 6 or 7 tak-
ing effect. The submerine crew abandoned ship, %2 being caj tured, one of
whom died. This was the fsmous case in which the cutter reported: "Sighted
sub - gork same."™ On 10 May the HMS "St. lowan", a Eritish trawler, oper-
ating in the arsea had & contact, again off Cape Lookout, and drop.ed depth
charges probably dsmaging the submarine. On 15 Hey & Cosst guard plane
sighted » submarine some thirty five miles off Cregon Inlet at 0053(. The
eubmarine was on the surface with iwelve men on deck. Cn the approach of
the plene, it dived leaving two men on deck and wae probzbly sunk from the
aprearance of the o0il slick which followed the attack. Hany other contacts
were reported and constant reports of flares, expliosions, enemy agents on
ghore, signzles from ehore, mnd strange slips along shore, kept the Havy,

the Sector forces and the Coastal warning service busy.

Early in June submerine activity increased - three and possibly
four submarinee were believed to be operating in District wsters and the
Germans delivered = mine laying sttack co:. the Chesspeske entrance. At 17004,
June 15, & northbound convoy of thirteen ships was stending into Chesapeake
Eay following the swept channel. At 1705C juet ae the convoy was turning,
south of the "2CB" buoy an observer at one of the Barbor Pefense staticns
reported tnat one ship exploded and caught fire - this proved to be the Ameri-
csn tanker "R. C. Tuttle”" which caught fire, burned and sank. The harbor
defense mlerted sll bmtteries, notified Joint Operstions,and called for a
plane to search the area. At 1733 m second ship, the tanker "Esso Augusta’
was reported as struck. Neither the plane, the harbor defense statlions,
por the convey could find evidence of any submarine. The harbor defense
remzined on elert but the plane wae released at 1915Q0. At 2013Q the British
corrette "Kingston Ceylonite" which had been part of the escort was seen
to explode and mink just to the west of the other incidents. The "Esso
Augusta" was seriously dumaged but remained afloat and was salvaged although
she lost three men. The "Kingston Caylonite" exploded and sank in four
minutes with all hands. The crew of the "Tuttle” were rescued., The harbor



defense remmined on alert until 2340Q when alert was reduced to one battery
and the mine fields st contact when no shipping wes in the channel while
the msarchlights were uced tc mesrch for survivore with the patrol craft.

Two daye later the Anmerican colller "Santere" was sunk in the

@seme ared.

Swaeping operations in the channel had besn conducted regularly
by the Navy in the swept channel. The morning after the incident a special
sweep was made and five mines explodedj in later aweeps eight more were
faund.% The incident occurred within ranze of the srmament but there had
been no reports of submarine contacts in the area and the conclusion was
inevitable that z submordne hod come into the vicinity under cover of dark-
nees or poor wigibiiity ané laid the mines some time before. 4is it was
known thet tie megnetic and acouvstic mine could be pet for varying delay
after planting and before becoming active end cculd be set to YClick" by
seversl t.rgete bvefore srming, it is not known when cor how many mines were

sctunily laidg,.

The three sinkinreg on 15 June c¢aused considersble excitement
among the summer crowds at Virginia Beach, made worse by the srrival of
sighteeers from Norfolk when the newe spread, end trecpe from the Cepe Henry
Defense Tcrce were finally put into Virginis Beach to keep the main roads
open and cstraighten things out.

On 19 June at 02khy, the "YP389" on patrcl was machine gunned
and shelled by 2 spubmerine near Diemend Shoels Light:'!; bSevs 71 Tupa

Hetteras and sunk, nineteen BUrvivors wers resdusd By Jerek Jmarl suitera
coming to her asslstance.

On 24 June three ships were sunk by an enemy submzrine scxe 50
miles south of Cape Hatteras, one in the garly morning hours and two ships
of an eleven ship convoy thzt evering, Most of the crews were saved and
& Navy tug got one of the ships in tow but she sank later. On the 27th and
again on the 28th a ship was sunk in the general ares south and east of
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Hatteras &and on the 30Oth .one some 270 miles east of Hatteras. From the
great number of contact reports and other unsuccessful attacks it becanme
appsrent that & submerine pack of five to seven ships wae operating in

the area. Surface eand air patrols both Army and Navy, followed up on con~-
tact reports, attacked whenever poesible and while in most ceses no positive
evaluation of damage was pessible, certsinly operations were made increas-
ingly difficult for the enemy. n ol June the "PChE5" attackea snd probably
sank & submarine very nesr the site of the sinking of the three merchantmen.
On BiJuly gozme 15 miles east of Hatteras, a coast gunrd cutter and the USS
nLarsdowne' attacked and senk & submsrine., On 7 July about 40 miles south-
ezst of Hatteras en mrmy plane bombed and sank a submarine. Survivors
appeared on the surface, 1ife rafts were dropped by plane and seven BUrvivors,
including the captain, Captain Eorst Degan, were picked up by & Navy rplene.
Again on the iktn a Navy Plane and three coast guard cutters attacked snd
probably destroyed another submzrine off Hatteras.

In spite of the intensity of the submarine operations off the
Lookout-Hatteras area, no merchantmen were sunk during the first two weeks
in July. However, on 15 July, the enemy scored cgein when & submarine
atitack was made on a convey 15 miles south-southeast of Hmtteras. Three
torpedoes were fired, one striking the Honduran freighter, the "Eluefield"
which sank in three minutes, one damaged the American ship "Chilore" and
one damaged the Pansmanian ship nJ. A. Mowinckel". The damaged ships were
taken into the Hetteras anchorags but struck mines and sank. The "Chilore"
was later salvaged. Two navy planes bombed the submarine which had surfaced
in tne convoy and agzparently struck for the submarine disappeared and 2

guantity of oil appeared on the surface.

There were mo further sinkings of friendly vessels in the ares
antil the fcllowing year. Submarine contacts continued during August and
September, and to a lesser extent thereafter. The active operations of
the Navy, air coverszge and convoys hod pretty well driven the enemy to

other waters.
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OPERATIONS 1943

The year 1943 saw the comtinuation, waning and end of the agzressive
German submarine campsign mad operatioms off our coast. The Navy through
its patrols, comveys, air coversge end operatione at sea had definitely
secured contrcl of the sea, but minor enemy raids and operations continued
and protection of our shipping could not be relaxed. With the operations
the develcpment of the harbor defenses continued and the taking over of
most of the beach patrol by the Coast Guard permitted the concentration
and p}oper training of the Mobile Force. Finally, the improved strategic
aituation lead to the first etepa in the reduction of the defense and the

relesse of some troope for other work.

During the first months of the year submzrine contacts were frequent
but without positive results. It was not until b Mey that a successful enemy
attack was made in the sinking of the Penemanian tanker "Pansmn'" by two tor-
pedoes some 25 miles south-southeast of Cape Lookout. The ship waes in con-
vwoy when attacked and sank with a loss of 2 men, 50 being rescued. Subma-
rine reports continued but without further result umtil 5 Augucst when the
USS "Plymouth" (PG) was eunk while acting as convoy escort about 90 miles
east of Cape Charles, The ship had just started a turn as a result of a
sound contact when she exploded and sank in a few minutes evidently from &
torpedo; 4 men were killed acd B4 rescued. Two daye later & Navy PV plane
was shot down by & submarine, presumably the same one, some 100 miles
further east, 3 men of the crew of five being lost. As time went on subma-~
yine contacts became less and no further successful attacks occured until
L December when the Cuban motorship "libertsd' wes torpedoed and sunk about
75 miles southeast of Hatteras with a loss of 7 men drowned and 18 missing.
This was the last sinking in Sector waters until late in 1944,

The ususl incicdents along the beaches continued, Flares, flashing
lights, supposed signals, small boats and strange and suthorized persons
were seen by pstrols and noted on t.e beaches. The persons found were
usually fishermen or visitors wandering sbout who were always reported by
the local inhabitants, interested in all operations and inclined to report
anything, particularly strangers. There was no evidence of landing sttempts

or communications from shors with the enemy.
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Harbor Defense of Beaufort Inlet

At Bsaufort Inlet the harbor of refuge st Lookout Bight was hea-
vily used by convoys moving along the ccast. While submarine contacts
were frequent in the area in no case was eny attempt made on shipring
within the defensive sea area. The amall harbor defense at Beaufort Inlet
with its navel armament sund full radar control had developed into & most
efficient unit and & mafe and sures harbor of refuge.

Harbor Defense of Chesapeake Bay.

Some idea of the magnitude of the operations of the Harbor Defense
of Chesapeake Bay may be gsined from the fact that, during 1943, 31,944 ships
of one kind or another pessed in or out of the Capes amd were exsmined,
eﬁtered. or cieared by the joint HECP. Thiam is an average of 87 ships a
day. By the end of the year, some 100 ships a day were entering or lemv-
ing and included one overseas convoy of some 60 to 70 ships every 10 days
which were assembled in Lynnhaven Roads under harbor defense protection

and then passed out to mea under escort.

While the modernization program of the harbor defense was pro-
gressing there had developed two deficlencies, nsmely the Antimotor torpedo
boat defenme and the sufficiency of the mine fields.

All pavies had deieloped the motor torpedo boat, & fast highly
maneuverable craft mnd a dsngercus method of attack on ehipping. The con-
voys in Lynnhaven Roads, the many naval veseels in trainiﬁg in the bey as
well as the many vessels in Hampton Roade &and in the bay generally up to
Baltimore, made Chesapeake Bay a most attrective tarpet snd its attack a
dangerous possibility with which the Navy was greatly concerned. While the
harbor defense had ample heavy armament it did not have sufficient quick~
fire light armament to give an adequate motor-torpedo boat defense, = prob-
jem further complicated by the wide entrance at the Capes , some 20,000
yards, all navigsble by the light draught motor torpedo boats. The problem
hadvbeen partislly met by the instsllation of 3 inch repicd fire batteries
at Fort Ctory snd Fieherman's Island, but was eventuslly solved, insofar



pight except when shipping was authorized in the channel. Planted and
maintained from Iittle Creek and Fort Momroe it required three mine planters,
meny small boats and three batteries of coast artillery, socme 25 officers,

25 warrant officers (mine planier service) snd 6CO men.

The Bector Mobile Force.

The beach patrol had been & seriocus drein on the Mobile Forge
and 5; dissipated thelr strength that the combatl value of the force as &
unit was smell andé combat training next toc impossible. At the same time
the Coast Quard with their permanent lifeboat statione and permanent communi-
cations was much better orgonized to patrol the beaches. The Army had full
respongibility for coast defense and initially it had been neceasary to sm-
ploy the troops on the beaches., However, by a joint agreement in November
1942 and sn increase in the Coast Guard strength, the Coast Gueard gradually
took over the beach patrol end permittad the concentration of the Defense
Forces in their base camps except for certain putpssts at vitsl beaches

and as a close support to the Conet Guerd.

with the relisf of the Mobile Forces on the bemch patrol intensive
training wae undertsken and the combat efficiency of the Force rapidly
brought up during the first half of 1943, A provisional battalion of the
1i1th Infantry was sent to Solomons Island in April to =ct a5 & defence
force in exercises with the Amphibious Force Atlantic Fleet ané finally,
July 14 to 30 the entire Mobile Force was concantrated in tne Croatan Foresti
south of Newbern, K. C. for coabined maneuvars which were most successful.
Imring the sxercises the Defense Forces on the Eastern Shore and at Cape
Henry were replaced by the L6th Coast Artillery, scting 8s infantry, from

Camp Fendleton.

™. improved strategic situation had indicated for scmetime that
seasuras for the defsnse of the Coast might be reduced, and in September

werning orders were received for all mobile units to be prepared for overses
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movement. Om October € orders were received that ths 10lst Cavalry
(mechanized) would relieve the 111¢h Infantry. The 10lst Cavelry arrived

on 17 October and the 111th Infentry, concentrated at Camp Pendleton, departed
on 28 October for San Francisco and the Pacific theater., The 176th Field
Artillery passed to the Army Ground Forces st Camp A, P. [1l, on 19 October.
The mervice elements of the Mobile Force remained.

with the 10lst Cavalry as the Sector Mobile Force, the regiment,
lees detachments, becsme the Cape Henry Defenze Force with station at Camp
Ashby, one scuadren headquarters, cne reconnaissance trocp end service ele-
mente were assigned the Cape Cherles Defense Ferce at Westover, Maryland,
and one pquadron headguarters, one reconpaissance troop and service elements
were assigned Beaufort Inlet Dafense Force snd stationed at Morehead City,
North Carolina., The Coast Guard tock over all basch patrol except at Vir-
ginie Beach and the Cevalry confined themselves to heavy motorized patrols
or periodic sweeps through thelr areas, meintaining contact with the Coast
Guard end other Army, Navy and Marine Corps units as well o8 the civil
authorities. '




INACTIVATION OF THE SECTOR 1944

On war Depsrtment instructions 1 November, 1943, the category of defense
of the Eastern Defense Council was reduced to & coastal frontier probably
free from attack but for which a nominal defense must be provided for polit-
ical reasons in sufficient strength %o repel raids by submarines, by sur-
face vessele or isolated raids by aircraft operating chiefly for moral affect.
In December the strength of the Dafense Command was drasticelly reduced and
in lieu of the sector organization previously in effect two large sectors
were to be establiphed, the Chesapeaie Bay Sector being absorbed in a new
Southeastern Sector including the coast from New York to Key Weat.

Starting in Jenuary 194k plans for this reorganization were made and
the necessary readjustments carried out.

The Tifth Naval District made no radical changes. The Joint Operations,
the Approach and Entrance Force and the HECPs remained in operation as before.

The Harbor Defense of Chesapeske Bay having been in fact, the parent
wunit of the Sector absorbed a1l its logal obligations es representing the
Army in the Bampton Roads aress, the Sector Commander taking over the Harbor

Defense Command.

The Harbor Defense of Besufort Inlet and the Sector Motile Force passed
to the control of the new Sector with hesdguarters in Raleigh, N. C. The
surplus Coast Artillery wnits were concentrated at Fort Monrce and Fort
Story snd transferred to the Army Ground Forces &s replacemsnts.

On 12 Februasry the Eastern Defense Command issued its general orders
for reorganization and the Chesapeake Bay Sector was irnactivated 29 February

194k,




Chotham, virzdnia
Sctober 20, 1981

Mr. Paul Branch
Fort Macon State vark

P.0. Box 127
itlantic Beach sorth Chrolina

Pe ar Mr. Branch:

On September 8, 1YS when 1 was visiting your place, 4 nromiscd
vou some information relative to the battalion that wnas there shortly
after the out break of the war. The gentleman with me that dav wnas
also a member of that command. 1 beg of you to Torgive the delay in
reanonding to your reguest, amk even fthough i am retired, 1 stay
very busy. '

The information on the cnclosed sheets is based totally on my
memory. Whereas “he nccuracy may he suspect to zome, I cin nssure you
that it is nccurate enough to satisfyr vour needs, and I woulsd swear
{hat L am more accurale than aayone else on The matter.

L appolagize for the lousy tyning, my ability, nlus the fact this
tvpewriter has about had ity doesn't produce nerfecetion in corres—
pondence. LT theve is more. . inlformaticn you need, or desire, please
fon't nesitate to write me. I have left out many of the anecdotes
and Lrivialities I rescall happening there. Probablyy wouldn't mean
much to anyone not familiax with the personalities or the circum-
stances invalved.

T shall probably sce you in May zinece I get down tiint way
sevaeral times o year.

Very lruly yougls

SHorles felia J > S
LTC. Usbe omy
t.s2, Box 264
Chvliiem, Virginin 2453



FORT L LCON TRUOPS I'ROM DECEMBEE 1941 4o ALGUST 1942

J&

The 244th Coast Artillery Legiment wnz 1 tyactor érawn 155 millimeler
[Eathsl or: mizalion congisting of a r@gimontml e adauarters and headauarters
batiery,and three battalions. Its pence Lime status being -n crement of

tiie New York Nationnal Guard. The regiment wos arderad o active Federal duty
during ~eptember 1940 and stationed at Camp Pendieton, Virginia. gince the
repiment did not have sulflficient officers nnd cnlisted mannower to meedb
Pederalized reauirements, the necded nificers were ardrred in (rom other
components. The enlisted manpower reoulrements were From the draft.

sonn After Llhe declaration of war{lec. 7, 1941} Llie battalions were
deployed separately. he Fivst patbalion cune to Fort lincon, the Second
Battnlion went to Alaska, and the Third Battbalion wes deployed to the Southe
west Pacilic irea. This left only the regimentzl he vicuarters ~nd headquarters
battory nat Camp Pendleton, Virgnine

The first battalion 244th CA arrived at Ford Macon at dawn December
21, 1941 under the command of Licutenant Colomel Harry G. Fowler who would
lewve pproximatley one month later to return to Comp Pondleton, virginia
+o 1ake command of the third battslion for its denloyment Lo the South
Pacific ‘rea. Upon rriving 4t TFort Macon, thr headouarters of the battalion
w.s ecatablisted in the old Const Guard building at Fort Maycon. Ileadoguarters
battery occupied the fart. The headquarters laber moved from the coast guard
building to the Tort "B"Battery moved 1ts guns into lhe dunes overlooking
the beach abt Fort dcon. nan Battery nlaced its guns in the Jdunes over-
locking the beach approximately two miles west of atl-ntic Beach. Later,
4 Teadjustment of the defeuses were made. ITwo runs from botiery "A" were
moved to Cnape Lookout to = position.on the point between:ithe Chpe wook-
sut Const Guard otation nd the ocean. Later two six inch naval guns »nd
two seventy-five millimenter guns were added to that location. Battery" A"
nersonnel manned the guns west of Atlantic Beach as well the runs on Cnpe
Lookout. The guns and nersonnel wre.- positioned on Lape lookout during May

1842, .

The following was the personnel structure upon tihe battalion's arrival
ot Fort Macon. (NG) cdenotes national guard officeT.

Battalion Commawnder: Lte Col . Harry G. Fowler (NG)
Executbive Officer:{ I don't dhink onc wae agsipned -t Lhe time)

Ad jut ants (I can't recall. I know that he was {.rmnoTry)

5-2 Tst Li. Teir idamson(promated to captoain) (NG)

5-3 ( Tthink it was temporarily lsit Licut. J. L. Sebes)
S-4 ond Lieut. Chorles I's O'Lonnell (NG)

Searchlipght Offs - 1st Lieut. Jomes N. Turner.

ynmunition Officer: lst Liecut. Mats Husson (NG)

m -

Battery &

Gattery Commonder: Gopt. Josenh . Decier (NG 1 ter trans.to Ha.

Tyeculive Officer: lst Lieut. Dennis 2. Ward (NG) DBecune Btry vomdr,

Platoon Officers i 15t Licut. Donnld Timberlalte {1ater t#nslerred Cut)
onid Licut. Charles #.H. Jones

"y

opd Lieceut. Jesse N Yorsham

First snrgeant: Vincent Brecka ( Went Lo 0C3 pr. '42)
Supnly Serpgent: Harold Glrmper )
Yess drrgeahls Charles Ritter X

Communications Sgts Martin Myers

OVER i\‘\ D



Mo chlno Gun 3gt:
i ‘){EL:
-mmunlhlon Sgts
Pange Sgls

KEwxnter
Trreddn.

vwrthur Being{Beansy
Donald C. Wallace { Later

nromoter to First Sgt)

(fun Sgts: Noo Gun Larry Tyubinsiky ( Yoved to Cape Lookout *ith punj
No. 2 Gun. Murray Gold ( Moved to Cnpe Look with Gun)
No. 2 Gun. B0die Uawisha
Mo, 4 fun. Peter Lubinsky ( Marricd o locnl girl)

Othry personnel oft M Batterys

Joeal sirl)

cnl. Geoorge Mizesio(liavrried

Cnt Trovee DBurns

Cnl tkbert Lothower _ Mefiovern Van Yye

Sot. T Balzak Liecca Yineh
Pfe. Balzak Fechan Washburn

Ar anoff Hajor Windish

Apgar Mende Winters

Ashe Mollenh wer ¥ilson, IEkmer

Aminalion Michaud LiTamnsso

Bnhley Moraski

Belusky Melniclk

Bauer Nasturick

Bogdan Newton

Bordelon Nition

Bralstad - Orysh { mavried a loc:l girl)

Brink Pnlladino

‘Byrnes Parker

Colanti Tavareik -

Chinrello Polanin

Chjonnaclki ‘Patton

Culkeen Ponpecki

Darnall{ dird from drowning while in the area)

Lunton -
onnelly, BEddie
Ponnal’y, George

Predmore
Puntillo
Reilly

Fagan,. (transferred to Alr Corp Mor. t42)

Frye

Fink

Figh .

Fontanetta
Grillo

[apoerty

Harvey

Hart

Hedley

Hoyt

flodel

Xachurn

Knahn

Knox

Korﬂel

Kenney

%lionh s kiwupnﬁ

Kevolowiezth

Kushner

Lassiter

Lofterson

Leuuw

Mefee

Mellonnell

MacDonald

These are all that
I can-think of from
Batiery A.

Rice Note:
Roas

Rose
Roszenstein,
Rosenstein,
Rollins
Rugowlcsm -
Sarubbi
Sawitsiky
Scalzo
Shaltuck
Schnurer
Sullivan
Sieffani
Strutikowski
Sicgel
Sparks
Sturtz
Smith,
Suskna
Tsramino

Thompson, J :.ck
Thompson, Napolcon
Vahey

Virnicer

R.
Stumny

(:-,




Other than officers, & was not too familinr with the personnel of the
pottery "B" and Headguarters Daftery. ilowever, I did know the fellowing:

Headguarters Battery

Battery Commanders € pt. srank Tracay(Later 1rans. out)
Battery Execc: lst Lieut M. i, Husson{ was also mmunition Ufficer)

Pirst Sergewnts

Battery *B"
Battery Commander: Capt. Clare
Battery mxecutive: ? 7
Platoon uflicers:s 2nd Licut. Sidney . Wortman (later trans. to pBattery "A
nd Liecut. Roy.B. Farrell
5nd. Lieut. uhawrles 8. Miller {(Joined later—-— ipril'42)
First Sergeant: John Heslin

ond Lieut. Wilter Coundler joined Battery"B" in July of 71

M, Schuster(Later Lrans. oubt of areqa)

o

DPITION (L INFOGH LON

The defense prianized nd controlled Trowm the lfort was known as the
fwarbor wefense of Heaufort Inlet. 1ts mission wis to defend the aren from
possible attack by enemy naval forces and provide,withih its capability,

protection for shipping from enemy submarimes.

The battalion vommander was also the commandexro¥ 1iie Harbor defense
of Beaufort Inlet . However, tibis changed for » while. The regimental
commander of the 244th Uoast wtillery Repgiment was still in Caunp Pendleton
Virginia with only a headauarters nd headauarters battery under his comman
cince all of the battalions had leflt serarately. He was sent with his head-
quarters and headquarters baltery to Fort Macon to take comm .nd of the
Harbor Defense Of Beaufort Inlet. This relegated the battalion comm:nder
to the pasition of battalion commander only. This ftook place i~ wpril '42.
Tn June ‘42, tbhe situation chanpged ngain. The regimental commanderr, who was
Colonel John Toung, took his headquarders nd e aouarters battery 1o Camp
Pendleton, Virginia to form the §0th Coast Artillery Rogiment. This meant
4+hat now, ‘he baltation Commonder of the #irst pattalion was again the
Commander of the Harbor Lefenses 0f Jeufort Inlet. bieut. Colonel John C.
Mnzecoi was 1he battalion commander i this time.

Lt. Col, Try Fowler left in Januwry . or Febhruwy , wnd w.s succeeded by .
A ¥ajor John C. Mazzmei, who wis prombted to Lieut, Col Auring tih- latter

nart of sobruaary.

Lieub. Uennis %ard was promoted 1o Captain riortly Fter arrival »b Fort
Uocon . Je assumed comnand of usattery " uod Captain Joseph 7. iocker was
transferrrd to Bahtalion Hendcuarters »s battilion exccutive officer.

0 aptain Clare M. Sciuster was transferres out of the area in iorch '42,
Licut. Josenh D. SEbes succecded schusber s comminnder of DabterI®BMh,

Captain Frank Tracey was transforrad out of 1lhe awrea in el 1942

ieut. Teir Adamoon was promoled to cantain in Joanuary 1842 nd laft
H H L T. s - ] T T K 1 P .,

picikly Wior Lib. Col. oyler deportoc %o join Jlowler Jor the south

LATaC L LC . f.,_ \
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T,ieut, Donald “imhoerl alte wns tyransferred out of the wea from Eabtery '"A“
Liecut., oirney Y. Yoriman was transferyed to Dattery " fwo Dattery "AY
Lirute Jeosse N. Worimnan wos {pransferred {rom B ttery At g Headounrbers
and Oeadmuarters lattery as Motor Ofificer. These tyanelerrer fook nince
Furing 1he month oF aareh '42{ [ renlize dhis infovmation isn't rarthe-

<h king, but sometiine one TURES intd ihe arcoment of who was shere whoen, oand
since ours s the Dirst arny anit in fhal afea o ter the outbre -k ol war

min v of Lhe old timere  like to figcuss it ~nd tlir mennle agsociabed with

ite )
Lirut. J mes N. Turner was nromoted 10 Captain ~nd succeéded Uebes as
Dbtery DY, ebes, Who had been promoied bo Captain

ot ery Commandew of Dy
e +hi- timei nd marriec to o a local irl- Julin Thomas from Eeaulort)
o

fier Lo e sdanartorvs s S=3 (Plane and Tr-ining Ufiicer

[
[

was ansi
his balt lion lelt wovelead ity by frain on !‘he smorning of wpust 2,9, or
18 ????.ZI cannot rrmenber exactly) for Sosbon wiere it embarked Tor

Teel nf.. I% saile” inte fhe tcoelwndiec harber 4be morning of september 1,
1942 ~boswrd the S.8. Ormond, = British tr-nsport.

e wpre repnlaced ol rort Macon by anobher 155 millimeter tractor drawn
baltalion. This ==s 1 all negro hattalion wiih the exception of its

ol ficers whom were 11 white. Our Men on Cape lookoul were renlaced by

4 battery of ihe 2nd Conast wtillery teriment fmm Fort Nonroe, Virginia,
this battery was under the command gde Thompson.




11
o

::

T
SIINETLL arany wme S5

T Mmoo et

asyg vl 290

AQR N WD ap L SvMm
NG L) st LdED

. nIY
QRLum0 mons 5L 130 Ava Aea
sHoda lzu3luyd A HL h N0
anaH M QASHR é.:ﬁ zqmua 2,_25 Ly
TR SUHESUH wns

\}qz HITM WO a.w)./__)iﬁ
SNDD WL SHOn @ SNEA A
ANIAEW QNG - HINY wuAD

Zhht 3NOC 49
S Svan T yrhhz 40
SNOT 150 3h Ay 282k

FMNesag m‘.aml_ 3
U3 m m%mmm wwm_ (9 aammon cpoo wust
dMg1iy Ly Qny ., \
. ANPAMDYT 2du) NJ CNOAY A M 1TY
) YNV S L N |
Ut auoly Loy Auy S ANV \
- Gy epazpuaen 4t 9 N\.v = 4
ATY2C 0L NmyuQg 10N Sy wwssl Z T D
(owag a g no warpissd b ALY wotsags Q1679 1589 |

. , . Lo A0 M AN

D8 G AW



\1;& w7 Al

= | LYPicnL Sea Consy
) . _ ARTivieR Batiepy
, | N EMPLACE MEANT DQE&W
/ AN

Waiz iy Wanrn T

hhvb.ﬁo ;
. : NAL INFem o~
«\ ﬁ\. M\\/\ J
p N\ mmn@ vnE

OCEAN |

L s,

Dl onrraa



I, Fncuy Bass END ST aATion 1 4s

Fde oy Wirn AN
DeEsienep To ™MEASUVRE

NITAWMTEN
FORILONT L JEN G EES RN Tnis vzl Wby
| g A WENSS e e
Tl - g S LG (A RLE]
ORienrey DA Iy TC DNSURF xfc.c_{)fz,/pf: DT Wy 15 e M D
_ o o= CDiniancir BETAT oA BAnE STATIEAS 3 cu )’C/S’
FC Twe Plrorimivg 1=oung:
s TleE Plre

= pen BASE E
CTriNG N (CNVERTEY DATA Frés BASEEND
. Y. W ELE
i~ TO FLE pATIONS HFND A LiMUTHS Wiied WErE
TELE PHONED

o THE G UNS . PLorTiNG Goss DONE ON A FiME
INTeaval Basis PO ALCURALY.
3 Gouns CONTAINED

— ™ Fe
ELEVATIoN URUMS

ﬁ_ﬁ‘_) @ppgz,@ﬁbﬁﬂ) i<
Ptrise THE MNU2Les

[
CETHE Guns T THE EXACT Braceny
Foen THE FROVECTILES T¢C ZEACHKH T e TALGET EacH

Gun Fise Cow THINEDN B PANg DAMI DrGT WG MEasungp

ML ZON PV L NG LES Wk Wene AN ECP;SS,J,hy TG INSORE
TiHeT TviE GuNn Wwas PoynT T
- POINDING IN T Coppeer |
- . = BT e
TG IN TERCEPT THE TARGET., SUCCESSIVE Piors Esta BrisHED Tanger ;?"'”Z;E;I;
N o A _ = = 4]
fo PFE Guns OB THE Rddry WERE CiliBeR j55 v D267
(é,j bnches) - T “IRED SHE| /
cneg PHB\/ FIRED SHELLS 1y EiG 1IN ¢

4 %
| w2 | 7 & pevnis
T Lp To 4 DisTapgcr S & /8 6oc pie

Ry Semi 55;} CC/}ST

iHi /"'H_af?fi-/?_\} G uns Wezir Chiige o
- . P — / o
DIKTEZAy LNCiHES Wikcd Cgeuwh
PourEe M=

FINE ) p2ce Pouny
BY MibEs, TS TYIE CF e sow s

P ER MANENTL EMPLACED 0N ConCpeTe

On P

6 UNDATIG A




HEADQUARTERS
THIRD COAST ARTILLERY DISTRICT
FORT MOMNROE, VIRGINIA '

ﬁecamber 17, 1941

¥r. R. B. Etheridge,

State Department of Conservaticn and Development,
State of North Carclina,

Raleigh, N.C.

¥y dear Mr. Etheridge:

In a telephone conversation between Captain Ellis of my staff
and Colonel Smith, Adjutant General for the State of North Carolina,
we were advised that the reservation at Fort Hacon near Morehead Cily,
North Carolina, is under your department and were advised tc contact

VO,

The importance of the harbor of Beaufort Inlet and the Naval
installations under construction in that vicinity has mede it imperative
that defensive measures against raids be taken. It is desired to place
artillery in the area that is now part of the state park at Fort Macon,
Tt will also be necessary to provide housing facilities for the personnel

and storage space for supplies and egquipment.

By agreement with you, I should like to use the old fort at Fort
Yacon and proceed with such construction as is necessary for the Natiopal
safety in the state park. Further it would be inadvisable to have this
ing this emergency, and with your permission

park open to the public duri
T should like to close the park to all but military and authorized civ-

ilian perscnnel.

T have this date given instructions to a reconnaissance party
to proceed to Morehead City to make a preliminary reconnaissance of the
arsa. They have been instructed tc contact the caretaker at Fort Macon

upon arrival.

At such time as the fortification of this area is authorized
the necessary troeps and squipment will be ready to take up positions

at Fort Macon.

Very sincerely yours,

e
@aﬁw.
RCLLIN L. TILTON,

Brigadier General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.
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L leuT.CoL. HENRY GILLEYT FOWLER

COAST ARTILLERY
NITED STATES ARMY

‘e OF NORTH CAROLINA 2,

‘RVATION Addsd BEVELOPMENT Bl

R. BRUCE ETHERIDGE, DIRECTOR

e T PR T T T O e
J. 5. HOLMES, BTATE FORESTER
FOREST FIRE CENTERED
W, G, MCCORMICK, AssT. FORESTER
Ww. X, BEICHLER, FOREST IMSPECTOR

FOREST MANAGEMENT

E. H, CLARIDGE. A3sT. FORESTER
STATE PARKSE

T. W. MOR3E. BUPERINTENDENT

RALEIGH
Y

Fort Macon Stats Park,
Morehead City, N. €.,
December 19, 1894L.

Mr. Thomas W. Morse,

guperintendent of State Parks,

N. C. Department of Conservation and Devslopment,
Raleigh, North Varolinga.

Dear Mr. Morse:

Lieutenant Colonel Henry Giilett Fowler,

Coast Artillery, Unlted States Army, with three other

men from Camp Pendleton, Virginia Beach, virginia,

came teo Fert Macon

today and ingpected it for militery

purposes, wlth a view to fortlfying it with guns and
astablishing quarters in Fort Mscon State Park for

soldlars.

Lisut. Col.

Fowler took your address

and sald that he would report to some other officer,

I think he said to

Col or Gen Tolson.

T am enclesing Cole. Fowler's carde.

Very sincerely yours,

Ty

Mra.

Caretaler, Fort Macon
State rark.

DEPARTMENT OF /:9«3?’
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Raleigh, Morth Carclins
December 22, 1241

Subiect: WUss of Ford lscon Stuto

Cn Dzceprber 19 Dirsctor Tihervidge I lonel Gorden
Srith, of the Stass Adjutant Gereralts offico, icials had bsen
discussing the rpossibility of tha Army occupying or "taking ovar™ Fort Tacon State
Park for military purposes. Mr. Stheridze tcl Colonel Smith $tat he thousht ihe
Depariment should be consulted pricr to any action by the Army sc that we could
learr how, why and when the Army wished to use Fort Yacon State Park, io what
condition it would be returaed tc the Depariment, and the terms of a written

r cecupation.

i
szreerent velusen the Army wné the Department covering ~rmy uce ©

tn Dscembsr 19 Mrs. Humnhrey reperted that a reconnaisance party headed by
Tt. Colonsl Henry Gillette Fowler, Coast Artillery Cfficer, had that day inspected

the Fort and park. —— ~=— -

Oon December 20 I discussed with ¥r. Etheridge Erigzadier deneral Rollin L.
Tilton's Lester of December 17. In his letter General Tilten said: "By agreement
with you, I should like itc uss %he old fort at Fort Macon and proceed with such
constructicn as is necessary for the Naticnal safety in the state park. Turthsr
it would be inadvisable toc have this park onen to the public during this emergency,
and with vour permissicn I sheuld like tc close the park %o all but military and
authorized civilian personnel."” ‘

¥Mr. Etheridge reguested me to draw up a reply to Geperal Tilton's letter
sayingz that the Department would be glad te cooperate with the Army in every way
possible and would turn For?i Macon 3tate Park over to the Army if it was needed
#or Mational Defsmse purposes. Mr. Etheridge, also, agreed that in the letter it
should be pointed out that seriocus damage to natural features or to the Fort might
be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to repair =nd %hat a written agresment
should be drawn up covering these and other points.

on December 21 Mrs. Humphrey wired me that "244th Division Comstal Artillery
arrived today and are occupying Fort lMaccno".

nn December 22 Colonel ¥. W. Ferce, commanding the 244th Coast Artiilery,
called from Virginia Beach to request me %o make arrangements fcor the Army personnel
to use the showers in the bathhouse. During the course of his conversation, Colonel
Torce made a statement to the effect that the Army falt it necessary to occupy
Fort Macon, and while perferring to do so with our permission, would do so whether
or not permission was given by %the Department . :

S A0y 2

Thomas W. Morse,
Superintendent of State Parks




S

- goncerning Army use of Fort Macon State Park for National Defense

~ officer in charge of the Coast Artdllery unit s there.

- ‘F‘ort Monroe, Virginis

“the park’ to all but mili‘urf and amrized_aivilim personnel. =

7 December 24, 1941

Biigadier General Rollin L. Tilton TR S
Headwuarters, Third C’oalst Artillery Distrioct o . o R

e oan

Dear General Tilton! 7 |
" ' Soon aftar Tecelving your lstter of December 17

purposes, e recelved notice that units of the 245th Coast Artdllery o
were occupylng the park, = before replying to your letter I walted ‘
unb il M. Themas ¥. - Morse, Superimtendent of State Parks,-returped - =7
from the conference he had on Degember 23 at Fort Macon with the - = °

“ +

S A 'i‘his Dcpartmenﬁ is sager to -aa:uiat in tha”préa.ent‘
‘emergency in every possible way, and, of courss, 1f use of Fort . .
Macon State Pari is required we are quite willing to have you use

1t for militEry purposes. Stould 1t be necessary,. you. may close

, ' It 1s assumed that Fort Macon State Park will be - o
turned back to this Department after the prasent war energenay qeases '
to exist, 30 it seexms to e advisable to draw up & written agreecent B
between the Arsy snd this Department covering Army use of Fort ¥acon
Stste Park. I don't know just shat farm thls: agresnent should have . - .- - o
-or-what' 1ts terms- should be, bub: I balieve the agreememt should ~ *- oo
contaln statements covering the coniition in shich the park snd the

structurss in it would be returnsd to tida department. We are par=- - .
‘tiqularly concerned about. possible demage to the natural features
of tha park md to the old Fort itself becsuse sericus damage to- .-
either would be oxtretaly d.fflcult, if not impossible, to Tepalr. -
For exsmple, ¢l sturbance or destruction of vegetation on sand. dunss -
would csuse wind ervsion which, once started, is very hard to control’
_or gorrect.. Your advice on: just how- migh. an agreement should de. drawns:
up and what tems 1% should:contain would be very much sppresiated




- . ot

. 77" yunile at Fort Macon on Decsuber 23 the State Park: -

Architect prepared and gave to Lt. Colonel Fowler some preliminary ;:
. estimates on materlals required to convert the old Fort into barrac'»Js P .
' and the next day prepared sketchsee and mors detalled estimstes. Next -~ = = _

Monday he will retum to Fort ¥acon to glve any further asaslstance T

" required. If any of the employees of the Department can assist in =~
locating housing facllities or other structures, or be of service O
in any other way, please do not hesltate to lat us know. : '

,! ' _3 T o L Very truly yours,

' _ , e R. Bruce Gtheridge
: - ST Director; Department of Conservation
| | snd Development ~ . "

~ - PR S
v
I -
i
-
L




’,-:! L ~

oy e
iy

HEADQUARTERS
CHESAPEAKE BAY SECTOR
FORT MONROE, VIRGINIA

i~ REPLY

merun 1o 323451 (1-5-42)
200-8T January 5, 1942,

Mr. R. Bruce Etheridge,

Director, Depariment of Copservation and Development,
gtate of North Carcline,

Raleigh, North Carolina,

Deer Mr. Etheridge:-

T wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 24th, end
thenk you for your splendid cooperation and your generous offer of assistance
to our personnel in ostablishing the defenses of Beaufort Inlet.

Instructions. have been jssued to all personnel to safeguard and

preServé the state property and netural features at Fort Macon. Every affert

- will be made to maintain the reservation in the same condition of preservation

it was in when the fort was occupied by the military forces. The needs of the
defense personnel and the installation of equipment will necessitate some
excavation and temporery alteration of the natural features. Precautions will
be taken to prevent any permanent damege or destruction. I assure you that
all vegetation will be preserved or replaced if demage is dome in accomplish-
ing any of the construction contemplated.

Arrangements are now being made for the preparation of & written
agreement between your department and the Government covering the ccoupation
of the State Park. This agreement will be in your hands in the nesr future.

- I appreciéta all you have dome to assist our units at Fort Mecon
and thank you for your generous offer for further cocperation.‘

Sincerely yours,

WFE/1lwb ROLLIN L. TILTON,
Brigadier General, U.S. Army
Commanding.
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' USS Nevada in 1945, Total reconstruction kco_m'p-]étét'f,r"a:ha_hgéd ﬁéfépp‘eéé‘_édéc. 'S'hc.: oW has'
4 slanted fiunnel cap and a SK radar screen on'het foremast. Both her bow.and her stern¢arry: ;
26 mrtALA. guns. The life rafts are stowed on the sides of her 14 in'gun turrets. Her 5:‘_inL:‘38; [

twin-tureeis are arcangéd in'a similar way as o board the Tennessee. "

damaged at Peér.] Harbor,. bu.t_ the captain succeeded .

| BB 36 Nevada

in beaching her. She: was then completely rebuilt
TR . . _ . _with;aﬁew re-arranged superstructure o permit im-
During the 1927/29 ;onvers-ionba-th cagemasts were proved firing arcs for her A.A. guns; = higherbridge

replaced by tripods, the bridge was modified; the Sip. linked withthe funnel; and:a high funnel cap inclined

- guns were. raised one deck and the torpedo tubes' 4ff. - Other changes- included the ‘removal of all"

removed. Two catapults were installed on turret X medium guns and: of the catapult previcusly placed
and ow the guarter deck. The tulges added. at this: on turret X plus its handling gear. After this.conver-
time: reduced the speed of the ship. In 1935/36 the . sionNevada rejoined the fleet looking considerably. .
height of the funnel'was increased: Whereas ships.of changed. The eight new 5 {re gun (Win-mounts pere
the previous two classes had Aush-decks the: main controlled by four MK 37 fire control systems and:
decks of Nevada and Oklahoma covered only alittle  their associated radars; In addition forfy-eight 40 mm.
more than half of the ship’s length: The lowerguarter  and twenty-seven 20w AL AL EUns were installed,
deck was therefore " wet” inheayy seas. MNevada was though their numbers changed laterin the war. .



1JSS Nevada, probably in the middle

of the 1930's, Note that she forward and aft casemate

guns have already been removed whereas the midships casemate guns have heen mounied on
the upperdeck tevel, One of the hawseholes is empty. Due 10 the presence of a second

hattleship behind, possibly the USS o
clearly visible.

Liahoma , the aft part sithouette of USS Nevada is not
. Coltection 8. Breyer

UsS Nevada during Wworld War I, immediately after her reconstruction. Mote ihe unigue
funnel cap, and the four MK 37 gunnery conirol equipments on Log of the bridge, abreast the
funnel, and directly abaft the short aft tripod. The fire control radar is carnied atop the

Mk 37s.

Photo December 1942

i




BB 36 MNevada Radar Equipment

Wor Servica: .ii‘mf}f‘!‘-’[.fa”d /if!

1942 Covering force duty inthe North Atlantic, Re- 19472 SRa SRa
pairs; escort duty i the Atlantic and off Morth 1943 3K, SRa SRa
Africa 1945 SK, SRa SRa
1943 Escort duty in the Atlantic
1944 Tscort duty in the Atlaatic and off the South of

France
1945 [wo Jima, Okinawa, and training at Leye
|
|,
Her midships :., ;

. . i
section until 1937.
Her foremust and

Jrer bridge as of 1941,

(168 Nevgda in 1938, Her jong quarterdeck permitted the installation of a catapult on the
cantail. Her aft mast bus neen replaced by a huge tripod structure and her bridge recon-
structed. The 5 in casemate guns have been raised a deck. Note the concenirated stowage of
the ship's boats. Hull bulges added.

44



vehnical data and armameit!

e . S —
Penn. No. Name of Lﬁspimemgm Helght I)szzrf'rh feam  Drovght O :}mpk et
the ship Bow Stern
Srandard  Full load  Stack ,-'!fa.sr Peace  War
&5 18 i i i3] it i
3z Wyommg 045 19, /(;0 17,3 28.4 8.7 as ?38 as AG:
1063 440
33 Arkansas qf) HEA) 3! 00(} ‘1,2 &4 74,3 32,2 a7 133 1650
210 .4
34 I\u.w York 2; {}(}i) UU(} 7.6 5.5 1747 32.4 2,6 1340 | 5307
22,0 412
35 Texas 27,000 1000 76 55 14T 24 956 1340 1530
22,0 41,2
36 Mevada 29.000 34.000 8.4 4.9 177.8 32,8 5.9 L3061
293 16.9
1943 after conversion
e ————— U .
37 Oklahoma 29.000 28.900 t77.8 29.0 8,7 864 1025
38 Pennsylvania  33.100 16.500 7.9 4.6 185.3 32.4 0.2 1 358 2390
232 18,7
39 Arizoma 12.600 16500 79 456 I8S] 0.6 8.8 1358 2290
23.2 38.7




Apmamenl
ar  heavy battery .semmfary Bastery Ak, guns Cutap. Afrer Mowes o s i
2 6-12in-1030: if)—Siﬂ«Lf?j; %-3ip-L725 — — After day 1931 *unm:ry traiming sHD y
= AG L §
M4 — — 10-5in-L/38 — - After 1944 ALA. training ship:
4-3in armament changed occasionally :
11-40mm o !
“3d 1f iz n—L;‘Si‘Jz lhﬂm L,,n i 3 sip partly in casemuies v
442 12-1Zin-LiSk &-Sh-L/ 30 {0-3in t 3 :
33/36-40mm i
e I . e {
237 19-14in-£.445z 16 Sin-Li51 8 3~ L5 Sin partly in casemales y
§-2, gem
1942 10-14in-17/452 ¢-3in-L/51h 10-3in-1.450 ! 3 2.mm-A. AL guns reduced ‘
34/40-40mm 5
43/36-20mm - o o
1037 10-1din-L/ASe 16-5in-LA51 831450 1 3 Sin in casemates ]
' 82 dem %
1947 10-1dine Li452 6-3in-L/5 ks 10-3in-L/80 { 3 2-mrm-AGAL gURS reduced
2 4/40-40mm i
4"’!”%(15’()111m o I — :
w915 10-din- Lf45a+; 12-5in-L/530 8 Sin-Li25s 2 3 3ip-L/31 in casemales p
1942 10-idin- LidSe+s — 16-5in-1./38: 1 3 i
36-40mm
MARImUm ¢
3g-20mun o
935 0 14in-Lidse+s 12 Sin-L/51 §-5in-LJ/251 2 3 sin-L/S1 in casemaies. Sunk
at Pearl Harbor
I [ T E— A woor e
1940 é" I»im 1./45a i2- jva 5ty 12-3in-L250 2 3 4in-L/51 in casemates
$-2.8¢cm
1943 §2-14in- 17454 16-Sin-L/ 38 { 3
Ay45-4lmm
mAAIIm
o I M_}i)—lt)mmf I I
1940 l’ ldin- L!i"n 12-5in- 1430 12-3in-172 2 3 Sip-L/§1 in cusemates

187




By RUTH BARBOUR

rews-Fimes Contributoer

SWHEN THE War was
ary Close’” was the topic of
/0 recent columus on THE
EWS-TIMES editorial
age. They stirred
iemories in men who were
ationed in this county dur-
g months fmmediately
Miowing our declaration of
ar on Germany and Italy
e, 11, 1841, a few days
fter Pear! Harbor.

Germany lost no time in
snding her U-hoats (Unter
ee hoots) along our east

coast to Sink shipping -6es-

Hined for Great Britain

Prime targets were tankers-

carrying off 1o fuel the pllied
war machine. The Atlantic
lapping our shores, where
epemy submarines prowled,
was called the mmmﬁm_ﬂ Sea
Frontier.

SENT HMERE from Ohie,
Pennsylvania  and other
states to guard against the
Germans pulting ashore 2
ianding force were Army
unlis. Among those men
were Mick Galantis, from

Obhie, now 2 Morehead City

“lown  commissioner;

Lag
Moore, from ldaho, who with
his wife Saily for years rana

.. slore spd vented cabing Bt

Cepe  Leohpws;  Buck
Newsome, from Keniucky,

formerly & Morehend Oity
o poeltles  pfficer pow  with

Carierst Towing Co., #nd
Philip 8, “Bud~ Church Jr.,

cfrom O, now 2 retired
Hewtenand oolonsl Hwing 8t
. Plag Kool 8hores.

T Mr. Galanly wes drafisd

< W February 1942 and arrived

In the bMorehead City a7es in

[ May with the 121th combat |

g&% / NG\E& i.ﬁr@

e Gy

infantry regiment sent here

to reinforce the, BSouth
Philadelphia Metional
Guard,

MR NEWSOME was Ip
the same battalion as Mr.
Galaniis, the Second, which
et s beadguariers &l
Camp Battle, New Bern. Mr.
Church, who unitl recently
was in the cable isievision
business in Uhlo, says ihe
hepdguarters sile 18 Bow B
puTh where ihe Channsel 12
wodevinion lower is dogaied.

Men of this ballalion were
sinttoned 8l

i

Portemouth

Tsland, Drum Inlet, Atlantic,
Morshead City port, Salter
Path, Bear Istand south lo
Seares Landing near Camp
Davis,

=R DUTIES” M
Galantis says, “were fo
patrol and delend the beach
from  sundown o BUDUD
regardiess of weather, One
galdier was slatloned every
pwe mbles. The mosguiloss
and pand Dess wers lerrible
sometimes ™ he recslis,
sWe'd try to go! under 8 het
to got pway from sand fless,
but  they'd eome right
through."

o Armed with a rifle, Mr.
Galantis says strange formé
and shapes seen among the
dunes were fired at first and
inspected  later, Besides
patrolling the beaches, the

moldiers guasrded bridgey,
rallrond  crossings  snd
patrolled  the countryside

from dusk untll dewn. H 8
hotse waz ssen lghted up,
the patrol slopped and b
formed ihe scoupants to pull
the bilnds.

LIGHTS ON SHORE sl
houetled vessels plying the
sealanes offshore, making
ships beautilul targels for
the German U-boats, Most of
the country did not know how
badly the United States was
tosing the war in 1842, The
iosses were kept from the
public. The U-123, one of five
ﬂ,g&m Emvan:ma 5. Gar-

-~ B At .

sunk another 140,000 tons, ail
in about a month. The U5,
Mavy was unprepared for
submarine warlare, and
despite ooaching and help
from Enagland, the subs con-
tinued lo send tons of war
materiel to the botiem.

THE BEAUFORT News,
on April %, 1947 exevied B
newsstory on commissioning
ol  the bilmp base al
Klizabeth CHy, 8 move o
esmbat the sphs by sending

dirigibles on patrol. Rear
Adm. MH Elmons,
U84, Inn & speech there at

. that time, aeseried that the

United Bintes had sunk 28
German  submarines.  Ac-

Stually, we did oot sink our

first until 12 davs later when
the destrover Roper sank the
V-85 sauth of Wimble Shoxis.

But  Carteret County
residonts  Enew haw  suc-
eeosful  pubmarine  sitecks

were, Besches were covered
with ofl from the sunken
frakers. Birned and wound-
o men ware brought ashore,
antd the gound of vesiels De-
Ing blown up could ba heard
svery night and sometimes
during the day.

MR, GALANTIS  savs,
“We wonld see ohjects in the
water. We thought they wers

suhs. We'd fire at them.”
Their rifie fire could have hit
no subs, bul it helped their
own moralte,

Bill Condie, npw 2 captain
with ithe RMarehead Oty




WHEN THE War was
ry Close’” was the topic of
o veceni colummns on THE
TWS-TIMES editorial
ge. They stirred

smories in men whe were .

ationed in this eounty dur-
g months imvmedigtely
{lowing our declaration of
ar on Germany and ilaly
ec, 11, 1941, 2 fow days
iter Pearl Harbor.

Germany lost no time in
spding her U-boats (Unter
e boats) slong ouf east

carrying ofl to fued the AllEE
war machine. The Allantic
lapping our shores, where
enermny submarines prowled,
was called the Eastern Sea
Erontier. P

SENT HWERE from Dhio,
Pennsylvania and other
states to guard against the
Germans Puiling ashore 2
janding force wWere, Army
units. Among those men
were Mick fzalantis, from
Ohio, NOW 8 Morehead Cily

wore and renien CEpUm At
Sepe 1 grduonat | Buck
Newsome, from Kentucky.

formerly & Morghead City
o poltes  pifieer  pow WD

Carteret Towing Co., sod
Philip &, “'Bud” Chureh JT.
from Ohie, now 8 rotired

_ewtensnt colonel fiving 8t
. Plee Hnoll Bhores,

* Wiy, Galantie was drafled
- i February 1942 and artived
in the Morshesd ity Brea in

 May with the 111h rombat

HHANERE Bh

MR, NEWSOME was in
ihe same battalion as Mr.
Galantls, the Second, wiilch
med s headquarters 8l
tamp Battle, New Bern. Mr.
Chureh, wie unill reeently
was ln the cable ielevision
business in Uhlo, saye ihe
nesdauariars Bile I8 now 8
parh where W Channel 13
tetevinion tower ik innsted,

Men of inip batialion were

wationed &l ﬂe&w%gzﬁ

Diavis.

spyyr  DUTIES” Mr.
Galantis says, Uwere to
patrol and delend the beach
from sundown o BUDED
regardiess of weather. Oine
poidier was siationed every
two tallgs, The mosqultoes
pnd sand {logs were {mrrible
poenetimen,”  he  recalls
owe'd try to gol under & net
o get mway from sand fleas,

put  they'd come right
thraugh,”

Armed with a rifle, Mr.
Galantis says strange forms

and shapes seen among the
dunes were fired at first and
inspected  later, Resides
patrolling the beaches, the
soldiers guarded bridges,
reliroad  crossings  and
patrplied  the ecountryside
from dusk unthl dswn. X 8
house was seen lghisd up,
the patrol stopped and In-
tarmed (he nceupants 1o pall
the blinds,

LIGHTS ON SHORE =si-
honetied vemsels plying the
sealanes offshors, making
ghips besutilyl targels for
the German U-boats. Most of
the country did not know how
badly the United States was
losing the war in 1842, The
losses were kepl from the
public. The U-123, one of five
1U-hoats dispaiched by Ger-
many in those early days of
the war, retwmed home in
Fabruary 1942 reporting she
had sunk 160,000 tons of ship-
ping along our coast. Com-
mander Hardegen of the U-
173 told his admiral, Doenitz,
ke nLad been blessed with
targets off Wimble Shoals,
betwesn Cape Hatieras and
Qregon Inlet,

The four other U-boats had

dsspite copching and heip
from England, the subs 000
tinued to send tons of wa¥
materiel to the botiom.

THE BEAUFORT Mews,
on Aprit 2, 942 earried 2
pewsatory on commissioning
ol ihe Dlimp base al
Filzspeth City, B move 0
combat the subs by sending
dirtgibles on pairol, Reat
Adm L H. Birmons,
U.5.M., in a speech thers at
that time, amserted that the
United Siates had sunk 28
German  submaripes.  Ac
tuelly, we did nol sink our
first until 12 days later when
the destrover Roper sank the
-85 souih of Wimble Shoals,

Byt Carteret  County
residents knew  how  soe-
cesafil submarine stiacks
were Beaches were coverad
with il from the gunken
tankers. Burned sod wound
ad men wers brought sshore,
and the gound of vessais be-
ing biown up coutd be heard
gvery night ang sometimes
guring the day.

MR, GALANTIS  says,
e would see objects in the
water. We thought they were
subs, We'd fire at them,”
Theiy vifle fire could have hit
no suhs, bot it helped their
own morale,

Bill Condie, now a capialn
with the Morehend Oy
palice force, was here i
1347-43 aboard one of four
Navy mMiNneSwWweepers
gperating out of Maorehead
City, He says, "We saw ‘Ger-
man toofhpicks,” and be
Heved they were periscopes
of subs. 1 don'thnow ™

s, OALANTIE remem-

(See REMENBERING Pg. 15!
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LT, HOWARD “Stormy’ Rivers, USA, now
of Bachelor, was stationed with the Coast Ar-
tittery in the Morehead City area {rom.
September 1942 untif the early part of 1944,
That's when German submarines were sink-
ing merchant ships offshore around the clack,
Some of that story was toid in last week's cob-
umn.

In thase days the Coasl Guard base was not
at Fort Macon, but at Camp {lenn, although
Coast Guardsmen were billeted at the station
at the east end of Bogue Banks. They shared it

with the Army.

if there was a report of a U-boat ofishore,
Navy PT boals and the Coast Guard's £0-
footers (they carvied 12 depth charges each)
would roar off from Camp Glenn. By the time
they got Lo sea, na sigh of a submarine could
be found—usually. :

THEY ZOOMED off in May 1942 to try 10
find what later proved 1o he the U-352. She
was sunk, however, by the Coast Guard cuiter
Iearus bound from New York to Key West.
Among the debris that came o the surface
after the U-352 went down were eardboard
cartons marked “W, P. Freeman Grocery,” &
wholesaie firm in Morehead City.

The U-352 made news again just this past
year when the Navy decided it would try to
reirieve five unexploded torpedoes in ihe
wreck off Merehead City. They thought them
4 threal to divers who scavenge the wreck.
The explosives are still there.

The first German submarines to prowl
these shores carried fuel for several weeks’
operation and their return home. Later, the
Germans sent tanker subs called *‘milk

that enabled the subs to refuel uﬁn@

1991
s Taivt

as very.

TT RIVERS recalisthe problems of getting

o s s

uns on.the big eonerete; mEEmamBnE& on

jogue’ Banks.’ A landing ‘eraft”(LCD nosed
shore ab low tide near the place the first-gun -

vas to be mounted.
¢as hauted down the Tamp

The gun it was carrying
stignd when it bit

he sand, went out of sight,” Li. Rivers 58Y8.

i Look three days 10 get the gun up.
Convoys lay pvernight in

the bight-at Cape

ookout. Lt Rivers says he ean remember

nore than 2 hundred ships

in there at once.

aptrance te the bight was protected by a mm,ma

anti-submarine net.
He was told that 2 G
tnrough the net one time,

surfaced, and found

itgelf in such a erowd it was not safe for it to

fire, The U.B. vessels
not do so for fear of
sub submerged and

capable of firing eould
the

hitting their own. 50 1
s

was seeit no more.

assumed it got out through the net the same

way it got

TO TRY to combat the submarine menace,

in, -

the Navy started fying patrols in PBY’s.

Toward the end of 1943, a radio distress mymm
came from a PBY.
emergency “landing

Rivers, in & §0-foot Army ¥a
Craft, when to Morth Biver
home. He towed L up
day morning. A part
it was in the air the
the operation, the

cominen

dation.
\ .

-The plane made
in North River.

Taylor’s Creek on-a 5ub

close.

erman sub slipped .

an
fLt.
cht built by Chris
to {eich the PBY

was flown in to fix it and
aext day. For his role in
Navy gave Lt Rivers 4

.

One of Li{. Rivers’ unpleasant fasks was
body identification. “Whenever a body was
found, I was called,” he recails. Most of the
dead were merchant seamen, victims of the
German subs, A Morehead City funeral home
was used as a morgue.

A casualty in his own outfit was a man whoe
feil off a barge between Cape Lookout and
Harkers Island. The body was never found. A
couple of other men drowned when they went
swimming in the inlet off Fort Macon where
there are vicious currents.

The Army had 12 to 14 beats at Fort Macon,
but before there were enough military craft,
the units stationed at Cape Lockout had {ood
and ammunition delivered by boats operated
by the late Ottis Purifoy, Morehead City.
Some of the Army boats had been local par-
tyboats or private craft commandeered for
the war. Johnny Wetheringion, Beaufort,
1elped mainfain them.

Lt m?mwm says a couple of bad storms oc-
wurred while he was stationed here. Just
wefore one of them hit, an efficer decided to
lispaich seme boats to Cape Lookout with
upphes. Evervthing in the boats was lost, but
he boats were saved—they were driven 300
ards up the beach at the east end of
hackleford.

As transportation officer, Rivers formed a
wtor pool of trucks, jeeps and émmgz\ car-
iers. They were serviced at Motehead
duffs. The natural hill behind the Rex
testaurant (part of the hill was removed
since the war) made it easy to service
vehicles, A ramp was buill and the vehicle
driven out on it from the hill. This made it un-
necessary lo dig "‘a grease pit.”

MORRHEAD BLUFFS and Bonham
sights had only one or two houses at the
me. “Mainly there were huts’ says Li,
tvers. He lived in one of them while rumning
j¢ motor pool. Stationed here on the
\ainland at the time was the 176th field ar-
llery.

From here, Lt Rivers was transferred io
jelaware where he was executive officeron o
nine laver. A man fell overboard 12 miles otf-
hore one day and Lt. Rivers dived {rom the
jridge and kept him afloat until another mine
ayer picked them up. He received the
soldier’s Medal for Valor, as did a sergeant
rom anether mine layer who assisted in the
‘escue.

Li. Rivers says, “There are no heroes. You
;ee something that has to be done and do it.”
Many of the men who served under him
ooked him up here after the war. "One show-
ad up in a beautiful sloop. He was fromm

California and wanted me to go with him to
Nassau whers he was going to race.”” Rivers
regrotfully declined. ,

The men who served with him were eom-
mercial fishermen from many coastal states.
1 was just a country boy. They taught e io
live off the water.” As the Army beals ran
between Fort Macon and Cape Lovkout by
way of Beaufort “we'd shoot ducks with
rifies.” ’

Lt. Rivers, with a slow smile, sums Up hig
war years in a guiet, unhurried sentence, 1
had 8 good time.”’




ey SALLY 6. MOORE

When the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor December 7, 1941 and World
War 1 was declared, not only on

Japan but also Germany, the German
Navy ordered its submarine wolfpack
1o American shores, and they picked
the North Carolina coast a3 their hunt-

ing grounds.

i
!
!

Millions of dolars worth of valuable
cargoes were destroyed, and hundieds
of lives lost, Mcn were burned to death,
drowned, eaten vy sharks, and many
fimes the German submarines would
surface and machine-gun any SUrVivOrs,

Panic Feared

rrom Hatteras to Lovkout, almost
every night the residents along the
coast would hear the explosions, and
out over the ocean they could see the
red glow in the night sky of one, two or
three ships burning. The sjtuaiion was
very, very critical; and fearing panic,
the government did not iet the public
xnow how serious conditions Wwere.

Much of the Outer Banks was iso-
fated, without bridges or roads. On the
mainjand the small villages were miles
apart, separated by low, swampy de-
serted land. The residents didn’t know
what to expect and would not have
been surprised at an invasion; possibly
any minute they were going o be
evacuated from their homes and sent
inland, but they did not panic. Their
only immediate hope was the Na-
tional Cuard, which ordered troops ©
the Monh Carolina coast, and set up
temporary  bases along  the Outer

The United States was totally un-
prepared for this maneuver, and the
German U-Boats created havoc with
maritime shipping. They struck first in
January, 1942, in the Cape Haticras
to Cape Lookout area. By early March
the Germans realized they were in con-
trot; and during the spring of 1942, of
the 74 known sinkings of tankers and
freighters along the entire coast of
North Carolina, 52 occurred in the
ape Hatteras-Cape Lookout area.

Coest Guard Phote.)

Citizen volunieers fought the war with
their own planes and beats, Bug Deunard
Bavis used a capstan and house jacks.

Banks. These troops constantly pa-
trolled along the edge of the ocean,
and were on the alert for almost any-
thing.

Volunteer Defenders

With trained personnel to meet the
emergency sadly lacking, the govern-
ment quickly organized special groups
of citizens to fill the gap. Volunteer
civilian airplane pilots came from all
aver the state, and were formed into a
volunteer group known as the Civil
Alr Patrol (CAP); and during the first
months of the war, they were our only
air force along the coast, They deserve
a great deal of credit for their hours in
the air, and their untining offorts, with
equipment that certainly was not quali-
fied for the stress and strain of constant
patrol, They did a remarkable job and
gave the local people a certain anmount
of comfort, but everyone rcalized it was
inadequate.

Reaufort Airport was born at that
sime, and has survived as the oaly
commercial airport in the county today.

The commercial and charter boat
skippers were contacted and organized
into a volunteer group called the East-
ern Sea Frentier. in which they were
used as “Confidential Observers in At

Torpedoed by Mazi iJ-Bosts just off the Quter Banks in that rerrorized speing of 1942, the Beit’
tanker “Empive Thrush” wes atmost undsr when she was spotted by a patrel plane. (Official U.

HTERD. FILES
CAPE LOQKOUT

Jantic Waters” to report any unusual
activity. Many of the small pleasure
boatmen joined the Home Guard, and
came under the command of the Navy.
They were sent on patrol and some
became so frightened they joined the
Army, and were glad to do so. Local
boatmen were fired 1o transporl {roops
and tons of equipment to the Outer
Banks.

More U-Boats

The underwater attacks became 50
numerous and severe off-shore that the
entire coastline was ordered blacked
out. Still the U-Boats were successful.
Freighters and tankers were srime taf-
gets, and bunker oil covered our shore-
Line. Even our wildlife became casuai-
ties. Thousands of our shore birds
hecame trapped and died in the oil that
came ashore.

Amid all this confusion and turmoil,
troops were ordered to be stationed to
defend Cape Lookout Bight. A sub-
marine net was strung across the en-
irance to Cape Lookout, and 3 small
army base set up on shore. The plans
called for two big guns (135 mm nfles,
commonly called Long Toms, weight
approximately 6% tons), 10 be sel up
on land facing Beaufort Bar.
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Sanpd-Stuck Guns

The day these guns arrived, the
Army with all confidence loaded them
and transported them to Cape Lookout.
In the meantime, the contractors had
poured concrete gun emplacements on
top of a range of hills. Concrete am-
munition storage roems had been in-
stalled, and all that was needed were
the guns. The guns were unloaded from
a landing barge without too much dif-
ficulty, and then came the job of get-
ting them to the top of that range of
hilis. This was where the Army rap
into trouble.

They hitched their caterpillar trac-
tors to pull those guns, but the sand
held them [fast. They brought over
bulldozers, put one in front and one in
back. The guns dug in even deeper.
Nothing the army tried would move
them through the sand. Men sweated,
cursed, swore and finally gave up, pro-
testing “‘Hell coulda’t move those
guns.” -
During all this struggle, some of the
local workmen kept saying that they
were going to have to-get Denard Davis

from the nearby village of Davis; that
if Denard couldn’t get them. up those -
hills then there was no need of trying .

further.

Dravis to the Hescue

Beaufort Bar and Cape Lookout
Right had to be defended, and those
guns had to be placed on top of those
hills, Ships were already pulling inio
1.ookout Bight, hoping for a little pro-
tection before they had to round Hat-
teras. Finally, some of the top officials
decided to see just what Denard Davis
eould do, so he was contacted. Denard
believed he could do it, and would
certainly try.

The day Denard Davis landed at the
Cape to start work on the guns was
one {o remember, A lot of the sokdiers
siickered, and some lavghed outright,
Denard had arrived with one anchor
{which is called a deadman}, some
block and tackle, four house jacks, a
few rollers, blocks and boards, a home-
made capstan that locked as if it would
fall apart if you touched i, and a few
darkies for helpers.

Unmindful of the snickers, Denard
Davis went to work. First he placed his
capstan up a small hilt, strung his block
and tackle from his capstan to one of
thoge guns and buried his deadman,
then he jacked those big guns up,
slipped boards and rollers under them,
placed his crew on the handle of that

- dilapidated 'capstan, and they started

their march around and around. Slow-
ly, inch by inch, those big guns began
to roil.

Protection at Last

It was slow and tedious wosk,
but with calm and uncomplaining
endurance Denard kept that crew
working; hour after hour, guiding them
every inch of the way. Being sl
skeptical, those same soldiers asked
Denard i he were going to use a “sky
hook™ 10 get the guns over the three
foot wall around the gun emplace-
ments. With a pitiable glance at his
heeklers, Denard took his boards and
blocks and patiently built a ramp up
and  over. Slowly, the sncers and
snickers changed fo grudging admira-
tion as up those hills and over the wall
those big guns went. After about two
weeks they were in place, and both
facing directly towards Beaufort Bar,
which is the direction the enemy would
have to come from to enter Cape Look-.
out Bight. ' :

The Army kept Denard Davis busy
from then on. He placed the guns
around Fort Macon, and later the .
Coast Guard even acquired his services
to move Bogue Inlet Station onto a
barge, then across Bogue Sound dnd
ashore on the mainland, He was a good .

Everything had sesmed all right when the potral piet flew ever the Stasderd Oif tanker 'SS Maine” just three minutes before. Then he happeped to
isek back, and sow the ship aflome from stem to stern. Oil-covered waters cooted the shoreline for doys after this and other similar submarine atiacks.

1 igiad U, 5. Coast Guord phota.)
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